
L ANDSCAPE  MA S T ER  P L AN
APRIL 2024



SoMethiNg
PRofouNDLy

ELSe.

P R E F A C E

The Landscape Master Plan 
(LMP) builds upon prior 
adopted plans and documents 
for Terraine and the City of 
West Jordan’s policies to 
provide a comprehensive 
landscape vision as well as 
conceptual details regarding 
landscape treatments, plant 
palettes, trail systems, road 
treatments, site furnishings, 
and open space treatments.

Through a combination 
of illustrative renderings, 
photographs, concept details, 
and descriptive text, the LMP 
serves as the “reference 
document” for planning and 
design teams to use as a 
comprehensive guide to  
ensure that the overall vision  
is implemented with rigor  
and consistency.

Concepts and illustrations 
included in this document 
are conceptual only and are 
intended to convey design 
intent, and not to portray 
specific plans for construction. 
The LMP is the guiding 
document for each successive 
phase in creating a dynamic 
community landscape that 
builds from the sagebrush 
ecosystem plant communities. 

Taken as a whole, this LMP 
provides the overall vision for 
establishing and managing 
a sagebrush ecosystem that 
weaves through the base of 
the Oquirrh foothills to create 
a community of like-minded 
people that want to engage, 
learn and support a more 
resilient approach to living  
side by side with nature.
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The Rolling Sagebrush Steppe is composed of semiarid rolling plains, hills, and mesas; wetter hills, 
ridges, and outwash fans occur near the Uinta Mountains. Soils have an aridic, bordering on ustic, 

moisture regime and receive more moisture during the growing season than the xeric soils of the Semiarid Bear 
Hills (18d). Big sagebrush and bluebunch wheatgrass are common and unlike the vegetation of the neighboring 
Wasatch and Uinta Mountains (19) and Colorado Plateaus (20). Ecoregion 18a is primarily rangeland. Repeated 
fires and grazing have affected the natural vegetation and, today, introduced annual grasses can be common. 

The Wet Valleys ecoregion consists of very poorly-drained, nearly flat floodplains, low terraces, and 
alluvial fans along the Bear River. The ecoregion is characterized by cold winters, frigid soils, and a short 

growing season. Wetlands are common and are dominated by sedges, rushes, cattails, and marsh grasses. Its 
Mollisols and Entisols support irrigated hayland, meadow pasture, and rangeland. Land use, terrain, and 
drainage are all different from neighboring ecoregions.

The Semiarid Bear Hills ecoregion is located in the rainshadow of high mountains and is dry during the 
summer. Soils characteristically have a xeric moisture regime and are drier during the growing season 

than the ustic soils of Ecoregion 18a. The terrain is hilly and is distinct from the Rolling Sagebrush Steppe 
(18a), the nearly flat Wet Valleys (18c), and the rugged Wasatch and Uinta Mountains (19). Bunchgrasses and 
big sagebrush are common and contrast with the forests of neighboring, mountainous ecoregions. Today, 
Ecoregion 18d is primarily rangeland. The land use mosaic contrasts with that of Ecoregions 18c and 19.

The Alpine Zone occurs on mountain tops above timberline, about 11,000 feet elevation. It is especially 
extensive in the Uinta Mountains. Glacial features dominate the landscape. Meadows and rockland are 

common and contrast with the dense forests of neighboring, lower ecoregions. Ecoregion 19a is higher and 
receives more precipitation than other parts of Ecoregion 19. Runoff from its deep snow pack is a major source of 
summer water for lower, more arid ecoregions. Soils are mostly Inceptisols. They have a cryic temperature regime 
and are often stony, shallow, and acidic. Ecoregion 19a is used for seasonal grazing and recreation.

 The wet, glaciated Uinta Subalpine Forests ecoregion contains high elevation mountains, glaciated 
basins that drop into deep canyons, and many lakes. Elevations range from 10,000 feet to timberline, 

about 11,000 feet. Ecoregion 19b is higher, wetter, more extensively glaciated, and less rugged than Ecoregion 
19c but does not receive as much precipitation as the higher Alpine Zone (19a). Its Inceptisols and Alfisols 
support Engelmann spruce, lodgepole pine, and subalpine fir. Such subalpine forests are far more extensive in the 
Uinta Mountains than in the less massive Wasatch Range. Logging, seasonal grazing, and recreational activity are 
important land uses. Snow melt provides water to lower, more arid ecoregions.

The Mid-elevation Uinta Mountains ecoregion is glaciated and forested. It occupies the elevational zone 
between 8,000 and 10,000 feet in the Uinta Mountains. Here Douglas-fir, ponderosa pine, aspen parkland, 

and, in the north, lodgepole pine grow. The vegetation is distinct from the lower juniper-pinyon woodlands of 
Ecoregions 20c and 20g and the higher, wetter Uinta Subalpine Forests (19b) and Alpine Zone (19a). Ecoregion 
19c's terrain is more rugged than Ecoregion 19b. Its deep canyons contain many good quality, perennial streams 
that are fed by meltwater from the high Uinta Mountains. They provide water to lower, more arid ecoregions. 

The partially glaciated Wasatch Montane Zone consists of forested mountains and plateaus underlain by 
sedimentary and metamorphic rocks. It is lithologically distinct from the igneous rocks of Ecoregion 19e.   

Douglas-fir and aspen parkland are common and Engelmann spruce and subalpine fir grow on steep, north-
facing slopes. Vegetation is unlike the lower juniper-pinyon woodland and mountain brush of Ecoregion 19f or 
the alpine meadows of Ecoregion 19a. Perennial streams provide water to lower, more arid regions.

The High Plateaus ecoregion is largely capped by flat-lying igneous rock and is lithologically distinct 
from the Wasatch Montane Zone (19d). Elevations usually range from about 8,000 to 11,000 feet and 

are accompanied by differences in precipitation and temperature. The subalpine fir, Engelmann spruce, 
Douglas-fir, and aspen communities of plants and animals are widespread but the ponderosa pine community 
also occurs at lowest elevations. The vegetation is unlike the juniper-pinyon woodland and mountain brush 
found at lower elevations in Ecoregion 19f and the meadows that occur at higher elevations in Ecoregion 19a. 
Land use includes logging, seasonal grazing, and recreation.

The Semiarid Foothills ecoregion is found between about 5,000 and 8,000 feet elevation. Widely 
spaced juniper and pinyon typically occur in a matrix of sagebrush, grama grass, mountain mahogany, 

and Gambel oak. Maple-oak scrub is common in the north but, southward, it is gradually replaced by pinyon-
juniper woodland at lower elevations and ponderosa pine at upper elevations. Overall, the vegetation is distinct 
from Ecoregion 19g, which is lower and drier, and Ecoregions 19d and 19e, which are higher and wetter. 
Livestock grazing is common. Some rangeland has been cleared of trees and reseeded to grasses.

The unforested Mountain Valleys ecoregion contains terraces, flood plains, alluvial fans, and hills. It is 
affected by cold temperatures and has a short growing season. Potential natural vegetation is mostly 

Great Basin sagebrush. It is distinct from the juniper-pinyon woodland and mountain mahogany-oak scrub of 
Ecoregion 19f. Today, irrigated cropland, irrigated pastureland, and rangeland are common. Turkey farms, 
feedlots, and dairy operations occur locally. Land use contrasts with that of nearby high plateaus and mountains.

The gently sloping Monticello Upland is blanketed by eolian material deposited in the lee of the Abajo 
Mountains. It receives more precipitation in a typical year than the surrounding portions of Ecoregion 20c. 

Deep, silty Mollisols are characteristic and are able to retain enough available moisture to naturally support 
Wyoming big sagebrush and associated grasses. These soils now sustain dryland farming for winter wheat and 
pinto beans. This is the only extensive dryland farming area in the Utah portion of Ecoregion 20. Shallow or stony 
soils occur along the rims of benches and minor escarpments and support pinyon-juniper woodland. 

The arid Shale Deserts ecoregion consists of nearly level benches, low rounded hills, and badlands. It is 
sparsely vegetated with mat saltbush, bud sagebrush, galleta and desert trumpet. Soils are mostly Entisols 

and Aridisols; they are mostly shallow and clayey and contain salts and gypsum. Clayey soils swell when moist 
and are slowly permeable. Surface runoff and resultant erosion occur during and after rainstorms. Scattered, 
gravel-capped benches occur and protrude from the present denudational surface because they are much more 
resistant to erosion than the surrounding shales. Deep, vertical-walled arroyos are carved where surface water 
concentrates. These arroyos are major contributor of sediment and salt to the Colorado River. Floodplains have 
alkaline soils that support greasewood, alkali sacaton, seepweed, and shadscale.

The Semiarid Benchlands and Canyonlands ecoregion is characterized by broad grass-, shrub-, and 
woodland-covered benches and mesas. Elevations mostly range from 5,000 to 7,500 feet and are higher 

than those of the Arid Canyonlands (20d). Low escarpments separate remnant mesa tops and narrow canyons 
from surrounding benches. Bedrock exposures (e.g. slickrock and fins) are common along rims, escarpments, and 
on steep dip slopes. Soils are mostly Entisols. These deep eolian soils are composed of fine sand and support 
warm season grasses, winterfat, Mormon tea, four-wing saltbush, and sagebrush. Pinyon and juniper occur on 
shallow, stony soils. Fire suppression and erosion has allowed this woodland to expand beyond its original range. 
Overall, the vegetation is not as sparse as in drier areas such as Ecoregions 20b, 20d, and 20h.

The Arid Canyonlands ecoregion includes the inner gorge of the Colorado River and its major 
tributaries. Much of this ecoregion is bounded by nearly vertical, canyon walls that separate it from the 

adjacent, higher benchlands of Ecoregion 20c. Soils are shallower and have a drier moisture regime than those of 
Ecoregions 20a and 20c. Exposed bedrock is common. Blackbrush, shadscale, and drought tolerant grasses 
including galleta and Indian ricegrass occur. Blackbrush is much more common than in Ecoregion 20c where 
pinyon-juniper woodland and sagebrush dominate. Some cropland and residential development occur near Moab.

 The Escarpments ecoregion is characterized by extensive, deeply-dissected, cliff-bench complexes that 
ascend dramatically from Ecoregions 20b or 20c to the forested mountain rim. Local relief can be as 

great as 3,000 feet. Ecoregion 20e includes major scarp slopes of the Tavaputs Plateau, the Book Cliffs, and the 
Grand Staircase. Natural vegetation ranges from Douglas-fir forest on steep, north-facing slopes at higher 
elevations to desert and semidesert grassland or shrubland on lower, drier sites. Pinyon-juniper woodland often 
dominates escarpments and benches that are covered by shallow soils. This rugged, remote, and varied 
landscape provides habitat for wildlife.

The Uinta Basin Floor ecoregion lies in a large synclinal basin that is enclosed by the Uinta Mountains 
and Tavaputs Plateau. Because of its topographic position, precipitation is low and soils are arid. 

Winters are constantly cold and often foggy due to frigid, dense air draining from the adjacent uplands and 
resultant air temperature inversions. Ecoregion 20f is distinguished from other arid basins by the abundant 
stream runoff it receives from the mountains. Streams are often diverted for irrigation. Alfalfa, small grain and 
corn are grown for silage on arable, gently sloping terraces and valley floors. Stonier soils are irrigated for 
pasture where and when water is available. Excessive irrigation leaches salts from the underlying shale, 
contributing salinity to the Green River and its tributaries. Non-irrigated areas are used for livestock grazing.

The North Uinta Basin Slopes ecoregion is a foothill area characterized by numerous mountain-fed 
streams that are entrenched into benches. It is warmer in winter, cooler in summer, and receives more 

annual precipitation than the Uinta Basin Floor (20f). Its large number of perennial streams and extensive, stony 
outwash deposits set it apart from Ecoregion 20c. Pinyon-juniper woodland is common. Mountain brush occurs 
at higher elevations and riparian vegetation is found along stream courses. Vegetation and climate contrast with 
the Douglas-fir forests of the higher and wetter Ecoregion 19c. Land use is mostly grazing and irrigated pasture 
but there is also some irrigated farmland. Major gas and oil fields are located within Ecoregion 20g. 

The Sand Deserts ecoregion is nearly level and contains a mantle of sandy eolian deposits, shifting 
dunes, and exposed sandstone bedrock. Entisols and Aridisols are common. The soils are sandy and 

have a low water holding capacity. They have a drier moisture regime than the soils of Ecoregions 20a and 20c. 
On average, they receive only 5 to 8 inches of precipitation annually. Vegetation is sparser than in Ecoregion 
20c and stock carrying capacity is limited. Shifting sand is mostly devoid of vegetation while soils on stable 
sand blankets support drought-tolerant plants including Indian ricegrass, sand dropseed, yucca, and blackbrush. 

The glaciated Alpine Zone is composed of mountains above timberline, about 11,500 feet elevation. Soils 
are often stony and shallow. They are mostly Inceptisols and have a cryic temperature regime and an udic 

moisture regime. Wet meadows, rockland, glacial till, and talus are common and contrast with the dense forests of 
neighboring, lower ecoregions. Ecoregion 21a receives more precipitation than surrounding portions of the 
Southern Rockies (21). Runoff from its deep snow pack is a major source of summer water for lower, more arid 
ecoregions. It is used for recreation and seasonal grazing like the similar but more extensive Alpine Zone (19a).

The Subalpine Forests ecoregion occupies a narrow elevational band between about 8,800 feet and 
treeline, about 11,500 feet elevation. Ecoregion 21b is lower in elevation than the Alpine Zone (21a) and  

higher than the Dry Forests and Shrublands (21c). It is dominated by tree species that thrive in cool, humid 
climates with heavy snow cover, such as subalpine fir and Engelmann spruce. The potential natural vegetation is 
mapped as southwestern spruce-fir and pine-Douglas-fir forest and is distinct from that of lower and higher 
ecoregions. Soils are mostly Mollisols and Inceptisols and have a cryic temperature regime and an udic moisture 
regime. Land uses include logging, mining, seasonal grazing, and recreation.

The Dry Forests and Shrublands ecoregion includes lower mountain slopes between about 7,500 and 
9,000 feet elevation. Vegetation, includes Douglas-fir, ponderosa pine, Gambel oak, and an understory 

of mountain brush; it is distinct from the subalpine forests of the higher, wetter Ecoregion 21b and the juniper-
pinyon woodland of Ecoregion 20c. Soils are mostly Mollisols and have a frigid temperature regime and an 
ustic moisture regime. Land use includes livestock grazing, mineral extraction, and recreation. Perennial streams 
are diverted for irrigation and can be dry in their lower reaches in the summer.

sustain Wyoming big sagebrush, blackbrush, Mormon tea, yellowbrush, galleta, Indian ricegrass, cheatgrass, and 
cholla. The vegetation is distinct from the warmer, lower Creosote Bush-Dominated Basins (14a) and the cooler, 
higher Mountain Woodland and Shrubland (14c). 

The Mountain Woodland and Shrubland ecoregion is found in extreme southwestern Utah between 
4,000 and 7,800 feet elevation. Its mountains and mesa tops are higher and temperatures are cooler than 

those of the surrounding Arid Footslopes (14b). Nevertheless, Ecoregion 14c has no perennial streams and its 
Mollisols and Entisols support only sparse vegetation. Juniper-pinyon woodland and mountain brush occur; 
vegetation is distinct from the creosote bush and sagebrush that are found nearby in Ecoregions 14a and 14b, 
respectively. The fauna is composed of Mojave Desert indicators including the desert tortoise and the speckled 
rattlesnake. In Utah, Ecoregion 14c is confined to the Beaver Dam Mountains, an eroded fault block with a core 
of Precambrian metamorphic rock.

The Creosote Bush-Dominated Basins ecoregion is composed of alluvial fans, valleys, and scattered 
buttes. Ecoregion 14a is lower in elevation, warmer, and has a higher average potential evapotranspiration 

than more northerly ecoregions. Soils are alkaline and have a thermic temperature regime. They are warmer than 
the soils of Ecoregion 13 and support creosote bush, Joshua tree, blackbrush, big sagebrush, and associated 
grasses. Some of its plant species, including Joshua tree, are typical of the Mojave Desert and are absent from the 
rest of Utah. Fauna, particularly reptiles and birds, can also be distinctive; many species occur nowhere else in 
Utah. Today, rangeland is common and irrigated cropland occurs near water sources. Urban and suburban 
development is rapidly expanding in the Saint George area. 

The Arid Footslopes ecoregion is composed of footslopes, alluvial fans, hills, basalt flows, mesas, and 
badlands between 3,000 and 5,000 feet elevation in southwesternmost Utah. Sparsely vegetated slopes are 

characteristic and have a high sediment yield during summer thunderstorms. The soils are Petrocalcids that  

The Salt Deserts ecoregion is nearly level, internally-drained, mostly barren, arid, and nonarable. It 
contains playas, salt flats, mud flats, and saline lakes. Water levels and salinity fluctuate seasonally and 

yearly. Lakes, including the Great Salt Lake, can be too saline for fish. Soils are mostly clayey and poorly-
drained. Vegetation, where present, is sparse and composed of salt-tolerant plants such as salicornia and saltgrass. 
Ecoregion 13a is used for recreation, transportation, defense installations, and industry including salt production. 

The Shadscale-Dominated Saline Basins ecoregion is arid, internally-drained, and gently sloping to 
nearly flat. Light-colored soils with high salt and alkali content occur and are dry for extended periods. 

Vegetation is salt- and drought-tolerant. It is dominated by shadscale, winterfat, and greasewood and is distinct 
from the Wyoming big sagebrush of the less saline Ecoregion 13c and the mostly barren Salt Deserts (13a). 
Ecoregion 13b is primarily rangeland, but large livestock and poultry farms are found locally. Irrigated farming is 
less common than in Ecoregion 80h or the densely populated Moist Wasatch Front Footslopes (13f). 

The Sagebrush Basins and Slopes ecoregion is semiarid. The potential natural vegetation is Great Basin 
sagebrush. It is dominated by Wyoming big sagebrush but perennial bunchgrasses occur and become 

increasingly common northward as available moisture increases. However, cool season grasses are less abundant 
than in Ecoregions 80a and 80i, which are wetter, cooler, and have a potential natural vegetation of sagebrush 
steppe. The major land use is grazing, but feedlots, dairy operations, and irrigated cropland are found locally. 
Ecoregion 13c includes valleys, alluvial fans, and mountain flanks that are not as saline nor as arid as Ecoregions 
13a or 13b. It is less rocky, rugged, and wooded than Ecoregion 13d and not as level as Ecoregions 13a and 13b.

The rocky Woodland- and Shrub-Covered Low Mountains ecoregion is covered by woodland or, at 
higher elevations, by mountain brush. Its vegetation mosaic is distinct from the surrounding ecoregions. 

Its mountain slopes, hills, and alluvial fans are higher, wetter, rockier, and more rugged than Ecoregions 13c and 
13i and lower and drier than Ecoregion 13e. Entisols and Mollisols occur and are often stony or shallow; Aridisols 
are not as common as in Ecoregions 13b and 13c. Juniper is typically found at lower elevations than pinyon or is  

matrix of black sagebrush or mountain sagebrush. Open grassland grows on wide ridge tops. The climate and 
vegetation mosaics of Ecoregion 80c are unlike those of nearby lower and drier Ecoregions 80a and 80b that are 
dominated by sagebrush steppe, shrublands, or juniper woodlands. Soils have a cryic temperature regime and 
are colder than the frigid and mesic soils of Ecoregion 80a. Mollisols are widespread and are unlike the 
Aridisols that are common in Ecoregions 13b and 13c.

The arid Saltbush-Dominated Valleys ecoregion is externally-drained and composed of gently sloping 
valley bottoms that are dominated by salt tolerant vegetation including shadscale, winterfat, and 

greasewood. The potential natural vegetation is distinct from the Great Basin sagebrush of Ecoregion 13c and 
the sagebrush steppe of Ecoregions 80a and 80i. Light-colored soils with high salt and alkali content are 
common; they are dry for extended periods. Land use is primarily rangeland and irrigated agriculture. Irrigated 
farming is more common than in the internally-drained Shadscale-Dominated Saline Basins (13b).

The Sagebrush Steppe Valleys ecoregion consists of gently sloping, unforested terraces, basin rims, 
valley bottoms, and alluvial fans that are not as arid as Ecoregions 13a, 13b, 13c and 80a. Ecoregion 80i 

is less saline than Ecoregions 13a, 13b, and 80h and is lower in elevation, less rocky, and less rugged than 
Ecoregions 13d, 80b, and 80c. The potential natural vegetation is sagebrush steppe and contrasts with the Great 
Basin sagebrush of Ecoregion 13c and the saltbush-greasewood of Ecoregions 13b and 80h. Cool season grasses 
are more common than in Ecoregion 13c and nonirrigated cropland is common.

The Dissected High Lava Plateau ecoregion consists of alluvial fans, rolling plains, and hills. It is more 
arid than Ecoregion 80i and is lower in elevation, less rocky, and much less rugged than Ecoregions 80b 

and 80c. The potential natural vegetation is mostly sagebrush steppe but scattered woodlands are found on rocky 
and gravelly uplands. Wyoming big sagebrush, black sagebrush, bluebunch wheatgrass, and Idaho fescue are 
abundant; bunchgrasses are more common than in Ecoregion 80b. Overall, Ecoregion 80a is less wooded than 
Ecoregions 80b and 80c and lacks the saltbush-greasewood of Ecoregions 13b and 80h. Mollisols are common 
and are distinct from the Aridisols of Ecoregions 13b and 13c. Most soils have a frigid temperature regime and 
are colder than the mesic soils of Ecoregion 13c but warmer than the cryic soils of Ecoregion 80c. Land use is 
primarily rangeland and wildlife habitat but some irrigated pastureland and cropland also occur.

The Semiarid Hills and Low Mountains ecoregion is composed of mountain slopes, hills, and alluvial 
fans. It occupies the elevational belt between the High Elevation Forests and Shrublands (80c) and the 

lower, less rugged Dissected High Lava Plateau (80a) and Sagebrush Steppe Valleys (80i). Ecoregion 80b 
includes shrublands and woodlands but lacks the forest components of the wetter Ecoregion 80c. Cool season 
grasses are more common and there is more available moisture than in Ecoregion 13c. Pinyon is near its 
distributional limit in northern Utah and is much rarer than in Ecoregion 13d to the south.

The High Elevation Forests and Shrublands ecoregion is composed of steep, rugged mountains that 
have cold winters. Douglas-fir, aspen, and stands of subalpine conifers occur in isolated pockets within a   

intermixed with it. Stock grazing is common and trees have been extensively cleared in an effort to increase 
livestock forage. Bitterbrush and western serviceberry are important browse for mule deer.

The disjunct High Elevation Carbonate Mountains ecoregion is higher, wetter, and more rugged than 
nearby ecoregions and is largely underlain by limestone, dolomite, or quartzite. Only a few streams 

originate in its fault-block mountains and provide water to lower and drier ecoregions. Mollisols support 
subalpine fir, Engelmann spruce, bristlecone pine, limber pine, Douglas-fir, mountain big sagebrush, and aspen. 
Forest stands are most extensive on upper, north facing slopes. Carbonates influence floristic composition, 
extend the elevational limits of trees, decrease vegetation density, and affect the quantity and quality of water.

The Moist Wasatch Front Footslopes ecoregion supports the bulk of Utah’s population and 
commercial activity. It is fed by perennial streams and aqueducts that originate in the adjacent Wasatch 

Range. Irrigated cropland growing alfalfa, vegetables, and small grains as well as orchards are common outside 
of urban areas. Land use has affected stream quality and irrigation diversions have reduced stream flow. 

The nearly level Wetlands ecoregion contains rushes, reed grasses, and areas of open water. It is critical 
habitat for migratory birds and many state and federal wildlife refuges are found within it. Water levels 

are often managed, but, nevertheless, marshes can be periodically contaminated by rising saline lakes or 
drowned by high river runoff. Soils are poorly-drained or very poorly-drained and often salty. Potential natural 
vegetation consists of tule marshes and differs from that of nearby Ecoregions 13a, 13b, 13c, 13i, 80a, and 80i.

The Malad and Cache Valleys ecoregion contains wide terraces, narrow floodplains, and alluvial fans. 
Mountain-fed perennial streams and canals provide water to pastureland, municipalities, and hay, small 

grain, sugar beet, and fruit crops. Ecoregion 13i is cooler, has a shorter growing season, and has less lake 
influence than Ecoregion 13f. It is wetter, more extensively farmed, and more populated than Ecoregion 13c. 
Mollisols occur and contrast with the Aridisols of Ecoregion 13c. The Cache Valley has a shorter growing 
season and more snow in winter than the Malad Valley.

1 3 .   C e n t r a l  B a s i n  a n d  R a n g e
Ecoregion 13 is composed of northerly trending, fault-block ranges and intervening, drier basins. Valleys, slopes, and alluvial fans are either shrub and grass-covered, shrub-covered, or barren. Woodland, mountain brush, and 
scattered open forests are found at higher elevations on mountain slopes. The potential natural vegetation is, in order of increasing elevation and ruggedness, saltbush-greasewood, Great Basin sagebrush, juniper-pinyon woodland, 
and scattered western spruce-fir forest. In addition, tule marshes occur locally, especially along the Great Salt Lake shoreline. The Central Basin and Range (13) is internally-drained by ephemeral streams. In Utah, most of Ecoregion 
13 lower than about 5,200 feet elevation was inundated by Pleistocene Lake Bonneville. Extensive playas occur and are nearly flat, clayey, and salty. In general, Ecoregion 13 is drier than the Wasatch and Uinta Mountains (19), 
cooler than the Mojave Basin and Range (14), and warmer and drier than Ecoregions 12 and 80. Ecoregion 13 has more shrubland and less grassland than the Snake River Plain (12) but lacks both the creosote bush of Ecoregion 14 
and the extensive, dense forests of Ecoregion 19. Soils grade upslope from mesic Aridisols to frigid Mollisols; Entisols also occur on fans, floodplains, and valley bottoms. Basin soils of Ecoregions 13a, 13b, and 13c are typically 
more saline and alkaline than those of the sagebrush Steppe Valleys (80i) to the north. The land is primarily used for grazing and a greater percentage is used for livestock grazing than in Ecoregion 14. In addition, some irrigated 
cropland is found in valleys near mountain water sources. Military bases also are found in Ecoregion 13 and are of environmental significance because of their large area and their unique land uses and management practices.

1 4 .   M o j a v e  B a s i n  a n d  R a n g e
Ecoregion 14 is composed of basins and scattered mountains that are generally lower, warmer, and drier than those of the Central Basin and Range (13). The potential natural vegetation is mapped as creosote bush and is distinct 
from the saltbush-greasewood, Great Basin sagebrush, sagebrush steppe, and juniper-pinyon woodlands that occur to the north in the Central Basin and Range (13) and Northern Basin and Range (80); it is also distinct from the 
creosote bush-bur sage and the palo verde-cactus shrub that occur in the Sonoran Basin and Range (81) to the south. Soils are mostly Entisols and Aridisols and have a thermic temperature regime; they are warmer than the soils of 
Ecoregion 13. Most of Ecoregion 14 is federally-owned and there is relatively little grazing activity because of the lack of water and forage for livestock. Heavy use of off-road vehicles and motorcycles in some areas has caused 
severe wind and water erosion problems.

1 8 .   W y o m i n g  B a s i n
Ecoregion 18 is a broad intermontane basin containing rolling plains, high hills, mesas, and low mountains. It is dominated by arid grasslands and shrublands. Ecoregion 18 is somewhat drier than the Northwestern Great Plains (43) 
to the northeast, lacks the extensive pinyon-juniper woodland of the Colorado Plateaus (20) to the south, and does not have the extensive forests of the neighboring Middle Rockies (17), Wasatch and Uinta Mountains (19), and 
Southern Rockies (21). Much of the ecoregion is used for livestock grazing, although many areas lack sufficient vegetation to adequately support this activity in the long term. Ecoregion 18 also contains major oil and natural gas 
fields.

1 9 .   W a s a t c h  a n d  U i n t a  M o u n t a i n s  
Ecoregion 19 is composed of high, glaciated mountains, dissected plateaus, foothills, and intervening valleys. It includes the extensively glaciated Uinta Mountains, the Wasatch Range, and the Wasatch Plateau. Agricultural valleys 
occur especially in the eastern part of the Wasatch Range. The Wasatch Front is steeper, more rugged, and wetter than more easterly parts of the Wasatch Range. Alkaline dust from the Great Basin does not buffer high elevation 
surface waters against acidification. Streams draining the quartzite-dominated Uinta Mountains and portions of the Wasatch Front that are underlain by acidic intrusive volcanics tend to be non-alkaline, low in nutrients, and low in 
total dissolved solids. Above an elevation of about 11,000 feet, alpine meadows, rockland, and talus slopes occur and are especially widespread in the Uinta Mountains. Between about 8,000 and 11,000 feet elevation, subalpine 
forests, Douglas-fir forests, and aspen parkland are widespread with ponderosa pine and limber pine also occurring on the high volcanic plateaus. Between approximately 5,000 and 8,000 feet elevation, juniper-pinyon woodland 
and mountain mahogany-oak scrub communities occur, with the latter more prevalent in the north than in the south. Lodgepole pine is less widespread and summer livestock grazing is more common than in the Middle Rockies 
(17). Unlike in the maritime-influenced Northern Rockies (15), Pacific indicator tree species such as grand fir are absent from Ecoregion 19. The ecoregion is used for logging, recreation, homes, and summer grazing.

2 0 .   C o l o r a d o  P l a t e a u s
Ecoregion 20 is an uplifted, eroded, and deeply dissected tableland. Its benches, mesas, buttes, salt valleys, cliffs, and canyons are formed in and underlain by thick layers of sedimentary rock. Juniper-pinyon woodland dominates 
higher elevations and is far more extensive than in the Wyoming Basin (18). Saltbush-greasewood and blackbrush communities are common at lower elevations but are generally absent from the higher Arizona/New Mexico 
Plateau (22). Summer moisture from thunderstorms supports warm season grasses not found in the Central Basin and Range (13). Many endemic plants occur and species diversity is greater than in Ecoregion 13. Several national 
parks are located in this ecoregion and attract many visitors to view their arches, spires, and canyons. Major gas and oil fields are found in the Uinta Basin portion of Ecoregions 20c, 20f, and 20g.

2 1 .   S o u t h e r n  R o c k i e s
In Utah, Ecoregion 21 is made up of isolated, laccolithic mountains that protrude from the dry expanses of the Colorado Plateaus (20). The La Sal and Abajo mountains are nearer the Rocky Mountains than the Wasatch Range and 
have faunal affinities with the southern Rockies in Colorado. Vegetation, soils, and land use are elevationally banded. Low to middle elevations are grazed and support Gambel oak, widely-spaced ponderosa pine, and mountain 
brush. Higher elevations are not as heavily grazed as lower elevations and are largely covered by subalpine fir, Engelmann spruce, Douglas-fir, aspen parkland, and mountain brush. In contrast to Ecoregion 19, lodgepole pine is 
absent from Ecoregion 21. The highest elevations have alpine characteristics. 

8 0 .   N o r t h e r n  B a s i n  a n d  R a n g e  
Ecoregion 80 consists of dissected lava plains, rolling hills, alluvial fans, valleys, and scattered mountains. Although arid, it is higher and cooler than Ecoregion 12 and has more available moisture than Ecoregion 13. Non-mountain 
areas have sagebrush steppe vegetation; cool season grasses and Mollisols are more common than in the hotter-drier basins of Ecoregion 13 where Aridisols support sagebrush, shadscale, and greasewood. Ranges are covered in 
mountain sagebrush, mountain brush, Idaho fescue, Douglas-fir, subalpine forests, or aspen. Juniper woodlands occur on rugged, stony uplands. Rangeland is common but dryland and irrigated cropland are found locally. Ecoregion 
80 is found in the northernmost part of Utah beyond the extent of Pleistocene Lake Bonneville. The Raft River Mountains contain mammal and plant species that are typical of the Columbia Plateau but absent from the rest of Utah.
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Ephemeral streams, internal drainage, dry shrub-covered valleys, alluvial fans, and fault block 
mountains are characteristic of the Central Basin and Range (13). In this aerial photograph taken 
near Lund, big sagebrush grows in the semi-arid valleys and juniper-pinyon woodland is found 
at higher elevations on rocky, rugged mountain slopes.

The Sagebrush Basins and Slopes (13c) 
ecoregion is dominated by Wyoming big 
sagebrush and primarily used as rangeland.

Ecoregion 14a is dry, warm, and dominated by creosote bush. Land use is mostly grazing, 
although forage is often limited. Near St. George, urban and suburban areas are rapidly growing.

The Wyoming Basin (18) is a vast sagebrush steppe. Its rolling plains, mesas, and high hills are most extensive in Wyoming but they also 
extend into Utah, Colorado, Idaho, and Montana. Grazing pressure and repeated fires have affected its natural vegetation and introduced 
annual grasses can be common. The Utah portion is flanked by the high Wasatch and Uinta Mountains (19) and often contains foothills. 

Pronghorn antelope coexist with cattle and 
sheep on the rangeland of the Rolling 
Sagebrush Steppe (18a). 

Important oil discoveries have been made 
since the 1970s in the Wyoming Basin (18).

Engelmann spruce, subalpine fir, and Douglas-fir forests and aspen parkland commonly grow on 
the mountains and volcanic plateaus of the Wasatch and Uinta Mountains (19). At lower 
elevations in the Semiarid Foothills (19f), juniper-pinyon woodland and mountain mahogany-
oak scrub communities are found.

Cutthroat trout are found in the streams of the 
Wasatch and Uinta Mountains (19).
Photo: Bob Lillie

High areas near treeline receive large amounts 
of precipitation and have been extensively 
glaciated. Cirques, tarns, moraines, and 
rockland are common and are used for 
recreation and seasonal grazing.

The sedimentary rock of the Colorado Plateau has been uplifted 
and deeply dissected. Chasms, cliffs, valleys, and mesas occur. 
Dry, hot canyonlands are found at lowest elevations and are 
dominated by blackbrush, tamarisk, and bare rock. At higher 
elevations, semiarid benches covered in shrubland or woodland 
occur.
Photo: Alan J. Woods Arches National Park is one of several that 

occur in the Colorado Plateaus (20). Each has 
stunning scenery and attracts many visitors.

Coal mines occur in the Escarpments (20e). 
This one near Price feeds a neighboring power 
plant.

The La Sal Mountains, pictured here, exhibit elevational banding. Above about 11,000 feet elevation, the Alpine Zone (21a) is found and 
is in the background. Between about 8,800 and 11,000 feet elevation, the Subalpine Forests (21b) ecoregion occurs and is in the 
foreground.  

Elk are common in the Southern Rockies (21). 
They are found on high mountain pastures 
during the summer and on densely forested 
lower slopes during the winter. 

Gambel oak and mountain big sagebrush grow 
on the lower parts of the La Sal Mountains in 
Ecoregion 21c. In the background, Ecoregion 
21a occurs above treeline.

Bunchgrass and sagebrush dominate the valleys, alluvial fans, and mountain flanks of the 
Northern Basin and Range (80). Much of the region is used as rangeland. Scattered junipers are 
found amid bunchgrasses and sagebrush in higher, more rocky locations.

Sage grouse occur amid the sagebrush of the 
Northern Basin and Range (80). They winter 
on the plains and summer in the foothills. 
Photo: Ron Stewart

Reptiles occur in the arid Creosote Bush-
Dominated Basins (14a). A sidewinder, 
pictured here, inhabits sandy areas of the 
Mojave and Sonoran deserts.
Photo: © Lynn Chamberlain

Rapid suburban growth is occurring in the 
dry, warm, and sunny Creosote Bush-
Dominated Basins (14a). Here residential 
development in St. George is shown next to 
Joshua trees that occur in the Mojave Desert.

Ecoregion 13a is nonarable and nearly barren. 
Only sparse stands of salt-tolerant plants occur. 

The marshland and open water of Ecoregion 
13g support plentiful birdlife.

The forests of the Wasatch and Uinta 
Mountains (19) are logged. Timber harvest can 
cause significant erosion, stream turbidity, and 
habitat modification.

Seasonal, high elevation cattle grazing is 
widespread in the meadows and forests of the 
upper Wasatch and Uinta Mountains (19).

Sparsely vegetated plains, gullies, and rounded 
low hills occur in the Shale Deserts (20b). The 
ecoregion has a low stock carrying capacity.

Pinyon-juniper woodland is extensive on the 
shallow, stony soils of Cedar Mesa in the 
Semiarid Benchlands and Canyonlands (20c).

Canals bring irrigation water from the Uinta 
Mountains to the Northern Uinta Basin Slopes 
(20g).

Strath terraces and cliffs over 1,000 feet high 
occur near the Colorado River in the Arid 
Canyonlands (20d). 

Mountain-fed perennial streams and canals 
provide water to irrigate cropland and pastures 
in the Lower Bear Valley of Ecoregion 80i. 
Photo: Ron Nichols (NRCS)

Irrigated farming has modified the original 
habitat of Ecoregion 13f. Resultant soil erosion 
and runoff has increased the turbidity and 
sedimentation rates of surface waters.

Map Source USEPA, 2000
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 1 Coast Range
 2 Puget Lowland
 3 Willamette Valley
 4 Cascades
 5 Sierra Nevada
 6 Southern and Central California
    Chaparral and Oak Woodlands
 7 Central California Valley
 8 Southern California Mountains
 9 Eastern Cascades Slopes and 
    Foothills
10 Columbia Plateau
11 Blue Mountains
12 Snake River Plain
13 Central Basin and Range
14 Mojave Basin and Range
15 Northern Rockies
16 Idaho Batholith
17 Middle Rockies
18 Wyoming Basin
19 Wasatch and Uinta Mountains
20 Colorado Plateaus
21 Southern Rockies
22 Arizona/New Mexico Plateau
23 Arizona/New Mexico Mountains
24 Chihuahuan Deserts
25 Western High Plains
26 Southwestern Tablelands
27 Central Great Plains
28 Flint Hills

29 Central Oklahoma/Texas Plains
30 Edwards Plateau
31 Southern Texas Plains
32 Texas Blackland Prairies
33 East Central Texas Plains
34 Western Gulf Coastal Plain
35 South Central Plains
36 Ouachita Mountains
37 Arkansas Valley
38 Boston Mountains
39 Ozark Highlands
40 Central Irregular Plains
41 Canadian Rockies
42 Northwestern Glaciated Plains
43 Northwestern Great Plains
44 Nebraska Sand Hills
45 Piedmont
46 Northern Glaciated Plains
47 Western Corn Belt Plains
48 Lake Agassiz Plain
49 Northern Minnesota Wetlands
50 Northern Lakes and Forests
51 North Central Hardwood
     Forests
52 Driftless Area
53 Southeastern Wisconsin Till
     Plains
54 Central Corn Belt Plains
55 Eastern Corn Belt Plains
56 Southern Michigan/Northern 
     Indiana Drift Plains

57 Huron/Erie Lake Plains
58 Northeastern Highlands
59 Northeastern Coastal Zone
60 Northern Appalachian Plateau 
     and Uplands
61 Erie Drift Plain
62 North Central Appalachians
63 Middle Atlantic Coastal Plain
64 Northern Piedmont
65 Southeastern Plains
66 Blue Ridge Mountains
67 Ridge and Valley
68 Southwestern Appalachians
69 Central Appalachians
70 Western Allegheny Plateau
71 Interior Plateau
72 Interior River Lowland
73 Mississippi Alluvial Plain
74 Mississippi Valley Loess Plains
75 Southern Coastal Plain
76 Southern Florida Coastal Plain
77 North Cascades
78 Klamath Mountains
79 Madrean Archipelago
80 Northern Basin and Range
81 Sonoran Basin and Range
82 Laurentian Plains and Hills
83 Eastern Great Lakes and Hudson 
    Lowlands
84 Atlantic Coastal Pine Barrens
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Ecoregions denote areas of general similarity in ecosystems and in the type, quality, and 
quantity of environmental resources; they are designed to serve as a spatial framework 
for the research, assessment, management, and monitoring of ecosystems and ecosystem 
components. Ecoregions are directly applicable to the immediate needs of state agencies, 
including the development of biological criteria and water quality standards and the 
establishment of management goals for nonpoint-source pollution. They are also 
relevant to integrated ecosystem management, an ultimate goal of most federal and state 
resource management agencies.

The approach used to compile this map is based on the premise that ecological regions 
can be identified through the analysis of the spatial patterns and the composition of 
biotic and abiotic phenomena that affect or reflect differences in ecosystem quality and 
integrity (Wiken 1986; Omernik 1987, 1995). These phenomena include geology, 
physiography, vegetation, climate, soils, land use, wildlife, and hydrology. The relative 
importance of each characteristic varies from one ecological region to another regardless 
of the hierarchical level. A Roman numeral hierarchical scheme has been adopted for 
different levels of ecological regions. Level I is the coarsest level, dividing North 
America into 15 ecological regions. Level II divides the continent into 52 regions 
(Commission for Environmental Cooperation Working Group 1997). At level III, the 
continental United States contains 104 ecoregions and the conterminous United States 
has 84 ecoregions (United States Environmental Protection Agency [USEPA] 2000). 
Level IV is a further subdivision of level III ecoregions. Explanations of the methods 
used to define the USEPA’s ecoregions are given in Omernik (1995), Griffith and others 
(1994), and Gallant and others (1989). 

Utah is made up of arid deserts and canyonlands, salt flats, wetlands, semiarid 

shrublands, irrigated valleys, woodlands, forested mountains, and glaciated peaks. 
Ecological diversity is enormous. There are 7 level III ecoregions and 37 level IV 
ecoregions in Utah and most continue into ecologically similar parts of adjacent states.

The level III and IV ecoregion map on this poster was compiled at a scale of 1:250,000 
and depicts revisions and subdivisions of earlier level III ecoregions that were originally 
compiled at a smaller scale (USEPA 2000; Omernik 1987). This poster is part of a 
collaborative project primarily between USEPA Region VIII, USEPA National Health 
and Environmental Effects Research Laboratory (Corvallis, Oregon), Utah Department 
of Environmental Quality, Utah Division of Wildlife Resources, Utah Department of 
Natural Resources, United States Department of Agriculture-Forest Service (USFS), 
United States Department of Agriculture-Natural Resources Conservation Service 
(NRCS), United States Department of the Interior-Bureau of Land Management (BLM), 
and United States Department of the Interior-Geological Survey (USGS)-Earth 
Resources Observation Systems (EROS) Data Center.

The project is associated with an interagency effort to develop a common framework of 
ecological regions. Reaching that objective requires recognition of the differences in the 
conceptual approaches and mapping methodologies applied to develop the most 
common ecoregion-type frameworks, including those developed by the USFS (Bailey 
and others, 1994), the USEPA (Omernik 1987, 1995), and the NRCS (U.S. Department 
of Agriculture-Soil Conservation Service, 1981). As each of these frameworks is further 
refined, their differences are becoming less discernible. Regional collaborative projects 
such as this one in Utah, where agreement has been reached among multiple resource 
management agencies, is a step toward attaining consensus and consistency in ecoregion 
frameworks for the entire nation.

Ecoregions of  Utah

IN T E R IOR —G E OLOG ICA L S U R V E Y , R E S T ON , V IR G IN IA —2001

TERRAINETERRAINE
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L E F T : 

ECOREGIONS OF UTAH

THE GREAT BASIN SAGEBRUSH ECOSYSTEM AS THE ORGANIZING AND DOMINANT ELEMENT 
1  T H E  L A N D S C A P E  V I S I O N

WiLDNeSs iS NoT A LuxuRy buT A NECEsSity of The humAN sPirit, AND AS viTAL 
To ouR LivEs AS wATER AND good breAD. A CiviLizATioN which DEstRoyS whAt 
LiTtLE REmAiNs of The wiLd, The sPAre, The origiNAL, iS CuTtiNg itsELf off 
froM its origiNs AND bETrAyiNg The PriNCiPLe of CiviLizATioN itsELf. 
- Edward Abbey

Terraine starts where most developments in the Salt Lake Valley end, with the dynamic and wild Great Basin sagebrush ecosystem. 
Not only a setting or backdrop, this native ecosystem is the organizing element at the heart of this community, set in the foothills of 
the Oquirrh Mountains. The native sagelands have informed the creation of a functional community ecosystem that is informal and 
rambunctious; ultimately creating a place that is welcoming, engaging, comfortable and distinctly ‘Utahn.’”

The goals of the Landscape Master Plan are rooted in building on, reestablishing and enhancing this dynamic ecosystem that 
provides vital functions to ensure life as well as opportunities for the community to engage with and learn bout this evolving 
landscape. This dominant landscape pattern knits each neighborhood together at Terraine.
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1 .1 

LANDSCAPE OBJECTIVES
In order to ensure the vibrancy of the sagelands landscape, the following objectives have been adopted:

Letting the landscape be a little bit wild and unconstrained.
Experiencing the unfettered essence of a vast meadow or open grassland taps into our deepest evolutionary 
psyches. This Plan builds on the colors, patterns, and textures of the Great Basin sagebrush landscape and flows this 
landscape through neighborhoods, open spaces and public gathering areas, while letting the built environment remain 
subordinate. This means a Terraine and earthy landscape because it is in a state of constant evolution and growth.

The dominant use of native or adapted landscape plantings:
Plant communities that are a hybrid of resilient and native plants of the Great Basin sagebrush landscape make up 
the foundation of the plant palettes to be used at Terraine. Plant selection and installation is to be based on the best 
available research and planting practices; plants are to be locally sourced and/or grown in an on-site nursery to ensure 
availability and the continued restoration and vitality of the Great Basin sagebrush steppe.

A commitment to the stewardship and ongoing research, restoration and preservation of the Great 
Basin sagebrush ecosystem. 
Establishing and managing a sagebrush ecosystem that weaves through the community is the foundation to building 
meaningful community and regional partnerships to engage, learn, and support a more resilient way of living. This 
includes reclamation of previous environmentally degraded areas, such as the gravel pit. This landscape approach 
provides the platform for a variety of community and regional partnership engagement opportunities related to 
science, research, restoration, education, and volunteer pursuits, including: Citizen Science, Bioblitzes, field stations, 
astronomy, greenhouses, native nurseries, university collaboration, and volunteer days.

A priority on establishing a rich, safe, healthy and convenient pedestrian and bicycle environment that 
becomes the backbone of the community while also providing connections to neighboring communities: 
The pedestrian, biking and hiking “ribbon” trail system is the network from which to discover and experience the 
outdoors, recreate, connect with friends and/or bike safely to the pool for an afternoon swim. This network includes 
a series of trails, paths and distinctive community landscape structures that create safe routes to other areas of the 
community, as well as provide for a diverse set of community amenities, such as field stations, greenhouses or mini-
libraries. The key idea is that this system is “more child-friendly” and “less car-dominant”. The car is a “guest” here.

The use of rustic and understated community landscape details that draw from regional design 
traditions so that elements feel as though they’ve “always been there.” 
Landscape structures, site furnishings, and community elements are to be constructed of natural building materials 
that have the appearance of being hand-crafted. Predominantly timber structures are to be used to create a tie to the 
natural sagebrush ecosystem.

We NEed To RECogNize 
ThAt PLANT ComMuNitiEs 
Are ComPLEx, AdAPTivE 
systeMs shAPed by TheiR 
iNTERACtioN wiTh A siTE 
AND othER PLANTS. iN ThiS 
wAy, mANAgEmENt REquireS 
A sERieS of sMALL scALe 
iNTERveNTioNs  – sLight 
AdjustmENt of The shiP's 
RuDder – To PreServE The 
ChArAcTER of A PLANTiNg. 
-Thomas Ranier & Claudia West
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1 . 2   

BUILDING ON THE SAGELANDS ECOSYSTEM PATTERNS
Plant communities that are a hybrid of resilient and native plants of the Great Basin sagebrush landscape 
form the basis of the site’s landscape design. Interpretive and related plant palettes weave through 
neighborhood and open space areas to connect the community to this land and its past, present and 
future. Reimagining this new expression of nature – one that survives within our built landscapes, and at 
the same time provides vital infrastructure functions is the goal. 

There are four primary plant community zones, with associated and related plant palettes, that create an 
interwoven “green” fabric of protected, productive, passive and active landscapes. This “green” fabric 
provides the basis for the overall community patterns and creates a diverse network of open spaces, 
meadows, community gathering spaces and streetscapes to establish a connective ecosystem:

SAG E L A N DS

These are the open space conservation areas that 
surround the community and provide a network of 
non-intrusive trails. These areas are to be preserved 
and restored and may contain the most sensitive 
resources. These areas are able to support limited 
disturbance such as permeable trails, research, 
management and minor landscape structures 
and furnishings. These landscapes provide for the 
ongoing research and support of the important work 
of preserving the sagebrush ecosystem.

C U LT I VATE D  L A N DS

These are the productive lands within 
the community that support farming, 
nurseries and food production. This includes 
community gardens, orchards, market 
gardens, greenhouses and rowcrops. 
These landscapes have the potential for 
complimentary agriculture-oriented activities 
such as educational programs, farmers’ 
markets, and buy-local initiatives. 

M E A D OW L A N DS

These are the landscapes that make up the 
community streetscapes, home zones, passive 
recreational areas, as well as informal gathering 
spaces. These large meadowland swaths are the 
connective tissue for all of the other landscapes.

AC T I V E  L A N DS

These areas are interspersed throughout the 
community plan to provide opportunities for 
organized community and social functions 
and active recreation, such as informal sports 
fields and greens. These areas utilize drought 
tolerant turf applications to minimize irrigation 
needs and maintenance.

M

E A D O W

L A N D S

THE
COMMONS

School

A C T
I V

E

L A N
D

S

NEIGHBORHOOD 
HUB/LANTERN

Fields

Nursery

CULTIVATED
LANDS

CULTIVATED
LANDS

SAGELANDS

M
E

A
D

O
W

L
A

N
D

S

CENTRAL MEADOW

Meadowlands

Sagelands

Cultivated Lands

Active Lands

Greenways

Lanterns

LANDS DIAGRAM
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1 . 3 

PLANTING DESIGN APPROACH
To put it simply, the goal at Terraine is to let  nature wander into the neighborhoods and make a 
thriving community for not just the humans residing there  but also the bees, birds, and critters 
that complete a healthy ecosystem. Plants alone cannot create a resilient, self-sustaining 
landscape; they need the pollinators, seed dispersers, foragers, nesters, native defenders, 
soil enrichers, and nectar-drinking fauna to complete the cycle and endure. The use of native 
plants along with well-behaved adapted species kickstarts this natural cycle by providing the 
right habitat for the native insects and birds to thrive.

With drier and hotter climates becoming the norm, and water a precious resource, planting 
designs will incorporate predominately  drought resistant species that can withstand non-
irrigated conditions (post-establishment); in order to adapt to the higher temperatures, plant 
selections will meet not only the current USDA planting zone (6b) but also the next hottest (7a).

Building upon the “woven green fabric” concept, the planting zone transitions will create an 
ombre effect, with the sagelands blurring into the meadow and the meadow into the active lands.

As shown on the next page and detailed in the subsequent plant palettes for each road and 
trail type, the Meadowlands will borrow from the Piet Oudolf method of categorizing plants into 
a hierarchy of Matrix, Primary, and Scatter plants, each with an important role in creating a 
naturalistic, Terraine landscape. 

MATRIX:

Limited number of species 
used en masse, lower-
impact plants (grasses) 
that form the backdrop for 
Primary and Scatter Plants; 
effective at filling space, 
covering the ground, and 
being visually quiet.

PRIMARY:

High-impact plants 
(grasses, perennials) used 
in blocks or drifts within 
the Matrix; each drift 
contains a single species 
or limited group of inter-
related plants.

SCATTER:

Species that appear to be 
randomly scattered in both 
the Matrix and Primary 
plant groupings to achieve a 
sense of natural rhythm and 
spontaneity. Plants (grasses, 
perennials, shrubs) can have 
short bursts of impact then 
"disappear" or have a longer 
structural purpose.
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THE PIET OUDOLF METHOD

PERENNIAL 
BASED

COLOR 
VARIATION

YEAR ROUND 
INTEREST
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1 .4   

SETTING THE TABLE FOR A 
COMMUNITY OF STEWARDS
This Plan emphasizes a new approach to 
community development. Instead of viewing 
the community as “a new residential project” 
separated from the landscape,  the community is 
viewed as an integral part of the ecosystem with 
its own symbiotic, interdependent relationships.

Establishing and managing a sagebrush 
ecosystem that weaves through the community 
is the beginning of creating a collection of like-
minded people that want to engage, learn, and 
be connected to a more resilient way of living. 
It provides a platform for ongoing community 
engagement related to science, research, 
sustainability, education, and volunteer pursuits. 
It also teaches the next generation that ‘humans 
ARE a part of nature' and we can thrive within a 
healthy ecosystem by becoming stewards of the 
environment rather than consumers or polluters. 

In addition, the goal is to provide a model 
that manages the landscape, rather than 
“maintaining”.  Management allows for change. 
Because designed plant communities are 
dynamic, management works with a range 
of natural processes such as competition, 
succession, and disturbance. Plants that die 
aren’t necessarily replaced by humans, rather we 
allow nature to choose new ones to fill the gap. 

It also teaches the 
next generation that 

‘humans ARE a part of nature” 
and we can thrive within a 

healthy ecosystem by becoming 
contributors to the environment 

rather than consumers  
or polluters  
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We CAN woRk The LANd AND stiLL 
hAvE hEALThy soiL, RivERS, wETLANDS, 
woodLANd AND scRub. We CAN 
hAvE fieLDS of wiLdfLoWers AND 
grASsEs, sWArmiNg wiTh iNsECts, 
buTterfLiEs, AND biRds.
~English Pastoral: An Inheritance, 2020.
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2 .1   

VISION & OBJECTIVES
The objectives for the Terraine entry sequence are to use elements of a rustic ranch road and the 
native sagelands to nestle improvements into the hillside habitat which include:

E N T RY  A R E A  &  S T R E E T S C A P E  D E S I G N S

2  

• Establishing a site nursery and demonstration 
garden near the intersection of U-111 and 
Terraine Road to introduce the nature-
focused ethos of the Terraine community and 
welcome visitors to come and stop in.

• Lining the entry with large columnar trees and 
horse fencing to evoke the rural ranch drive 
while providing a windbreak and shade.

• Varying tree species and plant palettes 
for each road type for visual and seasonal 
interest, while including cross-over species 
that make all the streetscapes feel like part  
of the same family.

• Opening up the main street to the Terraine 
Commons with a spacious Central Meadow 
that provides opportunities for active and 
passive recreation.

• Integrating a variety of trails and paths into 
the streetscape to encourage walking and 
bicycling as the preferred way to move around 
the community.

• Facilitating traffic flow while prioritizing the 
pedestrian and cyclist with a hierarchy of 
street widths and lanes, and providing ample 
street parking nestled into planted pockets. 

Next we'll show you a streetscape diagram that lays out the different street types and their associated 
tree palettes and walk you through the thinking behind the plant palette. Then we can dig into the details 
and implementation for the Entry Sequence followed by zoomed in examples of each street type. 

...Let's go!
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SPECIALTY ROADS

COLLECTORS

CONNECTORS

LOCAL STREETS

LANES

WILDER ROAD
LARGE - HACKBERRY (CELTIS OCCIDENTALIS)
SMALL - WESTERN CHOKECHERRY (PRUNUS DEMISSA)
CLMNR - LOMBARDY POPLAR (POPULUS NIGRA)

RAMBLE ROAD
LARGE - LONDON PLANE TREE (PLATANUS ACERIFOLIA)

COLLECTOR A
LARGE - HACKBERRY (CELTIS OCCIDENTALIS)

LANE C
SMALL - PAPERBARK MAPLE (ACER GRISEUM)

CONNECTOR A
LARGE - AMUR CORKTREE (PHELLODENDRON AMURENSE)
SMALL - WESTERN CHOKECHERRY (PRUNUS DEMISSA)

LOCAL A
LARGE - HARDY RUBBER TREE (EUCOMMIA ULMOIDES)
SMALL - NEW MEXICO PRIVET (FORESTIERA NEOMEXICANA)

CONNECTOR B
LARGE - SILVER LINDEN (TILIA TOMENTOSA)
SMALL - MESA GLOW BIGTOOTH MAPLE (ACER GRANDIDEN-
TATUM ‘MESA GLOW’) 

LOCAL B
LARGE - AMUR MAAKIA (MAAKIA AMURENSIS)
SMALL - WESTERN REDBUD (CERCIS OCCIDENTALIS)

CONNECTOR C
LARGE - FRONTIER ELM (ULMUS X ‘FRONTIER’)
SMALL - JAPANESE TREE LILAC (SYRINGA RETICULATA)

LOCAL C
LARGE - PERSIAN IRONWOOD (PARROTIA PERSCIA)
SMALL - AMUR MAPLE (ACER GINNALA)

COLLECTOR B
LARGE - BUR OAK (QUERCUS MACROCARPA)

LANE D
SMALL - MESA GLOW BIGTOOTH MAPLE (ACER GRANDIDEN-
TATUM ‘MESA GLOW’) 

LANE B
SMALL - COLUMNAR GOLDEN RAINTREE (KOELREUTERIA 
PANICULATA ‘FASTIGIATA’)

LANE A
SMALL - RED BARRON CRAB APPLE (MAULS ‘RED BARRON’)

NO MID-BLOCK TURNS NO N-S XWALK
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L 
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SPECIALTY ROADS

COLLECTORS

CONNECTORS

LOCAL STREETS

LANES

WILDER ROAD
LARGE - HACKBERRY (CELTIS OCCIDENTALIS)
SMALL - WESTERN CHOKECHERRY (PRUNUS DEMISSA)
CLMNR - LOMBARDY POPLAR (POPULUS NIGRA)

RAMBLE ROAD
LARGE - LONDON PLANE TREE (PLATANUS ACERIFOLIA)

COLLECTOR A
LARGE - HACKBERRY (CELTIS OCCIDENTALIS)

LANE C
SMALL - PAPERBARK MAPLE (ACER GRISEUM)

CONNECTOR A
LARGE - AMUR CORKTREE (PHELLODENDRON AMURENSE)
SMALL - WESTERN CHOKECHERRY (PRUNUS DEMISSA)

LOCAL A
LARGE - HARDY RUBBER TREE (EUCOMMIA ULMOIDES)
SMALL - NEW MEXICO PRIVET (FORESTIERA NEOMEXICANA)

CONNECTOR B
LARGE - SILVER LINDEN (TILIA TOMENTOSA)
SMALL - MESA GLOW BIGTOOTH MAPLE (ACER GRANDIDEN-
TATUM ‘MESA GLOW’) 

LOCAL B
LARGE - AMUR MAAKIA (MAAKIA AMURENSIS)
SMALL - WESTERN REDBUD (CERCIS OCCIDENTALIS)

CONNECTOR C
LARGE - FRONTIER ELM (ULMUS X ‘FRONTIER’)
SMALL - JAPANESE TREE LILAC (SYRINGA RETICULATA)

LOCAL C
LARGE - PERSIAN IRONWOOD (PARROTIA PERSCIA)
SMALL - AMUR MAPLE (ACER GINNALA)

COLLECTOR B
LARGE - BUR OAK (QUERCUS MACROCARPA)

LANE D
SMALL - MESA GLOW BIGTOOTH MAPLE (ACER GRANDIDEN-
TATUM ‘MESA GLOW’) 

LANE B
SMALL - COLUMNAR GOLDEN RAINTREE (KOELREUTERIA 
PANICULATA ‘FASTIGIATA’)

LANE A
SMALL - RED BARRON CRAB APPLE (MAULS ‘RED BARRON’)

SPECIALTY ROADS SEE SECTION 2.3.1 AND 2.3.2

TERRAINE ROAD

COLLECTORS SEE SECTION 2.4.1

CONNECTORS SEE SECTION 2.4.2

LOCAL STREETS SEE SECTION 2.4.3

LANES SEE SECTION 2.4.4

ENTRY SEQUENCE   SEE SECTION 2.3

Terraine Road
Ramble Road
Central Meadow
The Commons

1

2

3

4

1

2

3

4

Street Types with Associated Tree PaletteStreetscape Planting Diagram
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2 . 2 

PLANT PALETTE
With the intent to respect Salt Lake City’s 
climate and resources, the use of lawn along 
the roadways is minimized and instead planting 
strips are filled with native and climate-adapted 
plant species that have low water needs and 
emphasize and amplify the sageland setting. 
Grasses and flowering perennials are used to 
create long interwoven drifts of meadow-like 
waves. Street trees are selected for their drought 
tolerance and laid out intermittently to mimic 
nature’s hand. Formal rows of trees and more 
cultivated plantings are used only on select major 
Collector Roads and Ramble Road. 

MANy eyeS go ThRough 
The mEAdoW, buT fEw 
sEe The fLoWers iN it. 
-Ralph Waldo Emerson
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HELIANTHUS ANNUUS

ERICAMERIA NAUSEOSA

GRINDELIA SQUARROSA

CALOCHORTUS NUTTALLII

ERYTHRONIUM GRANDIFLORUMBALSAMORHIZA SAGITTATA FRITILLARIA PUDICA

OPTUNIA FRAGILISMENTZELIA LAEVICAULIS CHRYSOTHAMNUS VISCIDIFLORUS

PLANT PALETTE

PL A N T  PA LE T T E  O B J EC T I V E S:

 | Fine foliage
 | Shorter species
 | Yellow-greens and pale blue-greens
 | Yellow and pink flower majority

COLOR PALE T TE 
INSPIR AT ION 
FROM OUR NAT I VE 
UTAH FLOR A
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CLEOMELLA SERRULATA PHLOX LONGIFOLIA

SPHERALCEA COCCINEA BOUTELOUA GRACILIS

PENSTEMON CYANANTHUS

ACHNATHERUM HYMENOIDES

MONARDELLA ODORATISSIMAERIGERON ARENARIOIDES

OENOTHERA CESPITOSA ASCLEPIAS SPECIOSA

PENSTEMON SEPALULUS

ASTRAGALUS UTAHENSIS

ARTEMISIA FILIFOLIALINUM LEWISII

PENSTEMON EATONII ARTEMISIA TRIDENTATA SSP. VASEYANA

PLANT PALETTE
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The planting plans and layouts 
provided in Sections 2.3 and 2.4 are 
included to illustrate the method 
behind the Terraine planting design 
intent, showing how to use the 
plant palettes for each road type 
to produce unique layouts. These 
plans are not meant to be repeated 
verbatim every 50', but rather 
translated into a flowing, ever-
changing landscape language that 
transitions from street to street.

2 . 3  

ENTRY SEQUENCE 
DESIGN
The arrival experience begins at the 
traffic light on U-11 and 7400 South 
where Terraine Road enters the 
community, on to Ramble Road, past 
the Central Meadow and up to the 
Terraine Commons. gArDENS Are NoT LikE A PiCture you 

hANg oN A wALL, They’LL CoNtiNuE 
To ChANgE AND evoLvE over TimE.
- Asa Gregers-Warg, Gardens Illustrated, January 2023

R I G H T : 

WOOD RANCH HOMESTEAD AND SAGELANDS 
LANDSCAPE LOOKING WEST TO THE 
OQUIRRH MOUNTAINS
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R U R A L B U N C H G R A S S R E L A X E D

A R E A  1
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TERRAINE ROAD NORTH

TERRAINE ROAD SOUTH Windbreak allée of Lombardy Poplars

Terraine Road: Character
D E SIG N  I NTE NT

• Using a windbreak allée of Poplar 
Trees and adjacent rustic horse  
fencing to provide a connection to 
the ranch landscape that previously 
occupied this place.

• Incorporating productive orchards 
along the widened planting area at 
Terraine Road south to introduce 
the concept of 'Cultivated Lands', 
and offer an apple or pear to 
passers-by.

• Taking the agrarian nature of our 
neighbors to the south and blending 
it with native plants

Productive orchards



A R E A  1

Terraine Road - North: Section
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Orchard planted among 
sagebrush and grasses

36’ 7’ 5’VARIESVARIES

42’

8’

Lombardy Poplars provide 
agricultural and historical context

Hackberry provides  
medium to large shade

Western Chokecherry as 
multistem ornamental

RI
G

H
T 

O
F 

W
AY

RI
G

H
T 

O
F 

W
AY

TERRAINE ROAD SOUTH
TERRAINE ROAD NORTH



I M PLE M E N TAT IO N
T R E E S : 

Hackberry for shade and Western Chokecherry 
for ornamental seasonal interest
G R O U N D P L A N E :

Use larger massings of matrix grasses with the 
occasional perennial cluster or scatter shrub 

Mow/cut: Mow to 8” early march, “chop 
and drop" cut plant material as mulching. 

Matrix grass: min-3 max-12 
plants/species in any one cluster

Preselected, Hackberry and 
western Chokecherry

Matrix grass: Different 
species bleed into each 
other and form a larger mass

Sight triangle: No plants taller 
than 2’ within 30’ of intersection

Scatter Rabbitbrush: Vary spacing and do 
not cluster closely : min-5’ max 25’ spacing 

Primary clusters:  
Min-3 max-7 plants per 
species in each cluster

 | MA INTENANCE PL AN

 | PL ANTING PL AN

 | PL ANTING DETA IL | COLOR AND BLOOM GUIDE
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EURYBIA INTEGRIFOLIA

LINUM LEWISII
ACHNATHERUM HYMENOIDES

ERICAMERA NAUSEOSA

MOW TO 8”
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SPOROBOLUS HETEROLEPIS
BOUTELOA GRACILIS

Terraine Road - North: Planting Plan
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SCHIZACHYRIUM SCOPARIUM - BLUE FLAX ACHILLEA MILLEFOLIUM - COMMON YARROW

BOUTELOUA GRACILIS - BLUE GRAMA

ERICAMERIA NAUSEOSA - RUBBER RABBITBRUSH

SPOROBOLUS HETEROLEPIS - PRAIRIE DROPS.

Distribute species composition proportionally per 50’ of roadway. No species variation for this street typology. 

PRUNUS DEMISSA - WESTERN CHOKECHERRY

ACHNATHERUM HYMENOIDES - INDIAN RICEGRASS CELTIS OCCIDENTALIS - HACKBERRY

EURYBIA INTEGRIFOLIA - THICK STEM ASTER

 | U N D E R S T O R Y  | C A N O P Y                                                
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Terraine Road - North: Plant Palette
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I M PLE M E N TAT IO N
T R E E S : 

Poplars used for scale impact and windbreak, fruit 
trees for communal harvesting and visual interest.
G R O U N D P L A N E :

Utilize Buffalo grass as a drought tolerant lawn 
with larger clusters of shrubs and perennials at 
intersections and areas with no trees.

 | PL ANTING DETA IL
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1:5

ARTEMISIA TRIDENTATA VASEYANA

ACHILLEA MILLEFOLIUM

ARTEMISIA FILIFOLIA

EURYBIA INTEGRIFOLIA

ERICAMERA NAUSEOSA

LINUM LEWISII

BUCHLOE DACTYLOIDES
SPOROBOLUS HETEROLEPIS

ACHNATHERUM HYMENOIDES

JA
N

FE
B

JU
N

M
AR

JU
L

O
CT

AP
R

AU
G

N
O

V

M
AY

SE
PT

D
EC

BOUTELOA GRACILIS

w w w w

MOW TO 8”

Matrix Groundcover:
blend of hydroseeded grasses 

 | PL ANTING PL AN

Scatter Plants: Rabbitbrush
vary spacing and do not cluster closely 
min-5’ max 25’ spacing 

Shrubs: Sage
only shrub used on this street, 
cluster to mimic sage stands and 
for ease of maintenance

Fruit Trees: 1 species per 
grouping, adjacent groups 
should change species

Special Street: 
Lombardy Poplars

 | MA INTENANCE PL AN

Shrubs:
Do not mow, do not ‘gumdrop’- allow form to 
look natural. Prune only dead/ broken branches 
and those impeding pedestrian traffic

GUMDROPPING - UNACCEPTABLE

‘NATURAL’ PRUNING - DESIRABLE

Mow:
Mow to 8” early March, “chop and drop" 
cut plant material as mulching

Terraine Road - South: Planting Plan  | COLOR AND BLOOM GUIDE
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PRUNUS - PLUMPRUNUS - CHERRY

PRUNUS - APRICOT MALUS - APPLE

POPULUS NIGRA - LOMBARDY POPLAR

SCHIZACHYRIUM SCOPARIUM -  
BLUE FLAX

ACHILLEA MILLEFOLIUM -  
COMMON YARROW

BOUTELOUA GRACILIS - BLUE GRAMA 

ERICAMERIA NAUSEOSA -  
RUBBER RABBITBRUSH

SPOROBOLUS HETEROLEPIS -  
PRAIRIE DROPSEED

ACHNATHERUM HYMENOIDES -  
INDIAN RICEGRASS

EURYBIA INTEGRIFOLIA -  
THICK STEM ASTER

BUCHLOE DACTYLOIDES -  
BUFFALO GRASS

ARTEMISIA FILIFOLIA - SAND SAGE ARTEMISIA TRIDENTATA SSP. VASEYANA - 
BIG SAGEBRUSH

 | U N D E R S T O R Y

Distribute species composition proportionally per 50’ of roadway.

 | C A N O P Y                                                                                  

Plant multiple varieties of different fruiting tree species in orchards. 
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Terraine Road - South: Plant Palette
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C O L O R O R N A M E N T A L V A R I E T Y

Ramble Road: Character
D E SIG N  I NTE NT

• Ramble Road encircles a Central Meadow that frames a view to The Shed and The Grange.
• A shade tree allée paired with a colorful, ornamental native plant exhibition will reinforce 

Ramble Road as the community’s “Main Street”.

A R E A  2
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Evenly spaced, large London Plane 
trees provide a grand, formal 
approach to Terraine Commons

27’27’ 7’7’ CENTRAL MEADOW, 
WIDTH VARIES

5’5’
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A R E A  2

The Ramble: Section
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I M PLE M E N TAT IO N
T R E E S : 

London Plane Tree used as large allée 
shade tree.
G R O U N D P L A N E :

Wide variety of densely planted species 
for year-long foliage interest that can be 
enjoyed at pedestrian walking speed.

Special Street: London Plane, 
30’ maximum spacing.

Scatter: Rabbitbrush  
1 plant, vary spacing 5’-25’. 

Primary Clusters: Mirabilis 1-3 plants  
per cluster, mostly 3-plant clusters

 | MA INTENANCE PL AN

 | PL ANTING PL AN

ARTEMISIA TRIDENTATA VASEYANA

ACHILLEA MILLEFOLIUM

YUCCA UTAHENSIS
ERICAMERA NAUSEOSA

BERLANDIERA LYRATA

PHLOX LONGIFOLIA

LINUM LEWISII

BOUTELOA GRACILIS

MIRABILIS MULTIFLORA

SPOROBOLUS HETEROLEPIS

ACHNATHERUM HYMENOIDES

JA
N

FE
B

JU
N

M
AR

JU
L

O
CT

AP
R

AU
G

N
O

V

M
AY

SE
P

DE
C

w w w w

ZAUSCHNERIA GARRETTII

MOW TO 8”

Matrix Grass: 3-12 plants per 
species in any one cluster

Matrix grass: Different species blend 
into each other and form a larger mass

Sight Triangle: No plants taller than 
2’ within 30’ of intersection

Primary Clusters: 3-7 plants per 
species in each cluster

Shrubs: Do not mow, do not ‘gumdrop’- 
allow form to look natural. Prune only 
dead/ broken branches and those 
impeding pedestrian traffic

Mow: mow to 8” early march, 
“chop and drop" cut plant 
material as mulching

Ramble Road: Planting Plan  | PL ANTING DETA IL
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1:5

 | COLOR AND BLOOM GUIDE
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PLATANUS ACERIFOLIA -  
LONDON PLANE TREE

ACHNATHERUM HYMENOIDES -  
INDIAN RICEGRASS

LINUM LEWISII - BLUE FLAXBERLANDIERA LYRATA -  
CHOCOLATE FLOWER

PHLOX LONGIFOLIA - LONGLEAF PHLOX

BOUTELOA GRACILIS - BLUE GRAMA SPOROBOLUS HETEROLEPIS -  
PRAIRIE DROPS

ARTEMISIA TRIDENTATA VASEYANA - BIG 
SAGE

ZAUSCHNERIA GARRETTII -  
WASTACH FIRECHA.

ERICAMERIA NAUSEOSA -  
RUBBER RABBITBRUSH

YUCCA UTAHENSIS - UTAH YUCCA

MIRABILIS MULTIFLORA -  
DESERT 4 OCLOCK

ACHILLEA MILLEFOLIUM -  
COMMON YARROW

Distribute species composition proportionally per 50’ of roadway.

 | U N D E R S T O R Y  | C A N O P Y                                     
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The Ramble: Plant Palette
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Central Meadow
Linear green space for passive 
recreation and gathering.

D E SIG N  I NTE NT

• Weaving a path through swaths of 
meadow plantings and groupings of 
shade trees  which introduces the 
Terraine planting concepts that resonate 
throughout the community.

• Utilizing the gentle slope in the Central 
Meadow area  as a naturalistic drainage 
feature that also serves as an informal 
play attraction.

• Creating spots for small groups to meet 
using boardwalks and built-in furniture; 

• Providing an open-air shade structure 
for larger gatherings at neighborhood 
intersections. 

• Culminating the meadow with the 
Lantern that anchors the Commons.

A R E A  3
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A R E A  3
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Central Meadow Landscape Concept
NORTH

Meander

Meander

Lantern

Orchard
Gathering 

Spaces

Meandering 
Boardwalk

Allée of 
London 
Plane Trees
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Terraine Commons
The nucleus of activity for the community

D E SIG N  I NTE NT

• Introducing strategically placed planters and curb-less edges 
that reduce the dominance and speed of vehicles and creates a 
space that vehicles, bicyclists, people, and plants share equally.

• Using specialty paving and lighting to blur the edges between 
sidewalk, lane, and street furniture; bollards to be used where 
needed for safety and for demarking special event areas..

• Allowing the Lantern to activate the Commons with outdoor 
cafe seating, benches, string lights and trees.
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2 .4 

STREETSCAPES

gArDENS wiTh A CoNSCieNCE: cREAtiNg 
biodiversE hAbiTATS foR wiLdLifE, 
gARdeNiNg uSiNg orgANiC PriNCiPLeS 
AND symPAthETiC TEChNiqueS, PLANTiNg 
The RighT PLANT iN The RighT PLAce 
To CuT DowN or eLiMiNAte wATERiNg 
ALTogETher, AND uSiNg LoCAL AND NATuRAL 
mATERiALs ThAt hAvE A REDuCED CARboN 
footPriNT AND CAN bE eAsiLy RECyCLed/
REPuRPoSed At The eND of TheiR LifE. 
-Kristina Clode, Gardens Illustrated January 2023
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Collectors: Character
D E SIG N  I NTE NT:

• The Collectors are the thoroughfares that connect the community with 
the regional road network. A regular street tree rhythm with structural 
evergreen and deciduous shrubs punctuates the predominantly grassy 
groundplane for a slightly more formal landscape treatment.

• Primary plant clusters and scatter plants are spaced further apart than 
other road types to account for faster travel speeds.

S H R U B S S T R U C T U R E E V E R G R E E N
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Taller, broader trees provide 
a visual heirarchy, and calm 
busier/wider collector roads

36’ 7’7’ 5’5’
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Collectors: Section
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T R E E S : 

Large shade trees with regular spacing. Species 
to change from street to street.
G R O U N D P L A N E :

Simple large swaths of mixed grasses with pops 
of color that can be enjoyed when driving at the 
higher speeds on Collector Roads.

I M PLE M E N TAT IO N

Scatter: Globemallow 
1 - 3 plants, 3’-15’ spacing 

 | MA INTENANCE PL AN

 | PL ANTING PL AN

 | PL ANTING DETA IL | COLOR AND BLOOM GUIDE

ARTEMISIA FILEFOLIA

ACHILLEA MILLEFOLIUM

MAHONIA REPENS
RHUS AROMATICA

BOUTELOA GRACILIS

MIRABILIS MULTIFLORA
SPHAERALCEA MUNROANA
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YUCCA UTAHENSIS

SCHIZACHYRIUM SCOPARIUM

Primary clusters: Mirabilis 
1-3 plants per cluster

Mow: Mow to 8” early March, “chop and 
drop" cut plant material as mulching

Matrix grass: 3-12 plants per 
species in any one cluster

Matrix grass:
Simplified in bulbout

Select from tree options: 30’ maximum 
center spacing, 1 species per street, 

change after each intersection 

Matrix grass: Different species blend 
into each other and form a larger mass

Sight triangle: No plants taller 
than 2’ within 30’ of intersection

Primary clusters: 3-7 plants 
per species in each cluster

Shrubs: Do not mow, do not ‘gumdrop’- allow 
form to look natural. Prune only dead/ broken 
branches and those impeding pedestrian traffic

Collectors: Planting Plan
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CELTIS OCCIDENTALIS - HACKBERRY

RHUS AROMATICA ‘AUTUMN AMBER’ -  
3 LEAF

SCHIZACHYRIUM SCOPARIUM - 
BLUESTEM

BOUTELOUA GRACILIS - BLUE GRAMMA

SPHAERALCEA MUNROANA - GLOBEMALLOW

MAHONIA REPENS - CREEPING MAHONIA

ARTEMISIA FILIFOLIA - SAND SAGE

MIRABILIS MULTIFLORA -  
DESERT 4 OCLOCK

YUCCA UTAHENSIS - UTAH YUCCA

ACHILLEA MILLEFOLIUM -  
COMMON YARROW

PLATANUS ACERIFOLIA -  
LONDON PLANE TREE

QUERCUS MACROCARPA  
‘URBAN PINNACLE’

 | U N D E R S T O R Y                              

Distribute species composition proportionally per 50’ of roadway.

 | C A N O P Y                                                                                    

1 large species per street, see Streetscape Planting Diagram.
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Collectors: Plant Palette
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G R A S S E S T E X T U R E D S E A S O N A L

Connectors: Character
D E SIG N  I NTE NT:

• Loosen up the formality in tree spacing and lay out the plant clusters 
to be more pedestrian-scaled.

• Connectors typically have parallel parking with concrete sidewalks on 
both sides of the road, so trees are an important source for shade. 
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Larger trees, 20’ minimum 60’ 
maximum spacing. Spacing varies.

Smaller ornamental trees are used 
in informal clusters where larger 
tree spacing exceeds 30 feet. 

36’ 7’7’ 5’5’
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Connectors: Section
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I M PLE M E N TAT IO N
T R E E S : 

Naturalistic tree layout with more variety in 
tree species; mix-and-match a shade tree 
and ornamental tree for each named street.
G R O U N D P L A N E :

Mixed grasses and seasonal perennials 
blend to create a textured linear display.

MOW TO 8”

EURYBIA INTEGRIFOLIA

ERICAMERA NAUSEOSA
BERLANDIERA LYRATA

BOUTELOA GRACILIS
SCHIZACHYRIUM SCOPARIUM

MIRABILIS MULTIFLORA
SPOROBOLUS HETEROLEPIS

ACHNATHERUM HYMENOIDES

JA
N

FE
B

JU
N

M
AR

JU
L

O
CT

AP
R

AU
G

N
O

V

M
AY

SE
P

DE
C

SPHAERALCEA MUNROANA

 | MA INTENANCE PL AN

 | PL ANTING PL AN

 | PL ANTING DETA IL | COLOR AND BLOOM GUIDE

0 5 10 20
1:10

0 5 10
1:5

Mow: Mow to 8” early march, “chop and 
drop" cut plant material as mulching 

Matrix grass: 3-12 plants per 
species in any one cluster

Matrix grass: Different 
species blend into each 
other and form a larger mass

Sight triangle: No plants taller 
than 2’ within 30’ of intersection

Scatter: Rabbitbrush
vary spacing and do not 
cluster closely 5’-25’ spacing 

Primary clusters: 3-7 plants 
per species in each cluster

Primary clusters: Mirabilis 
1-3 plants per cluster, 
mostly 3-plant clusters

Select from tree options: 1 species of each type per street between 
intersections. maximum 30’ spacing between small tree clusters, 
maximum 60’ between large trees. Small tree cluster required 
between large trees where spacing exceeds 30’. irregular spacing.

Connectors: Planting Plan

0 5 10 20
1:10
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TILIA TOMENTOSA - SILVER LINDENBOUTELOUA GRACILIS - BLUE GRAMA

MIRABILIS MULTIFLORA  -  
DESERT 4 OCLOCK

ERICAMERIA NAUSEOSA -  
RUBBER RABBITBRUSH

SPOROBOLUS HETEROLEPIS -  
PRAIRIE DROPSEED

SPHAERALCEA MUNROANA -  
GLOBEMALLOW

BERLANDIERA LYRATA -  
CHOCOLATE FLOWER

ACHNATHERUM HYMENOIDES -  
INDIAN RICEGRASS

EURYBIA INTEGRIFOLIA -  
HICK STEM ASTER

SCHIZACHYRIUM SCOPARIUM - BLUESTEM

ULMUS X ‘FRONTIER’ - FRONTIER ELM

PRUNUS DEMISSA -  
WESTERN CHOKECHERRY

ACER GRANDIDENTATUM -  
BIGTOOTH MAPLE

PHELLODENDRON AMURENSE -  
AMUR CORK

SYRINGA RETICULATA -  
JAPANESE TREE LILAC

 | U N D E R S T O R Y 

Distribute species composition proportionally per 50’ of roadway.

 | C A N O P Y

1 large and 1 small tree type per street between intersections.
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Connectors: Plant Palette
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Residential/Local Streets: Character
D E SIG N  I NTE NT

• Draws from a larger plant palette to provide more flexibility and 
interest since Local Streets are the most prevalent street type.

• Relies on tough native and adapted species to create a flowing 
tapestry that creates interest. 

N A T I V E S T R U C T U R E G R A S S E S

CurbSidewalk
LOCAL ROAD
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Larger trees, 20’ minimum 60’ 
maximum spacing. Vary spacing.

Smaller ornamental trees in 
irregular clusters. Required 
between where larger tree spacing 
exceeds 30’. Vary spacing.

32’ 7’7’ 5’5’
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Local: Section
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I M PLE M E N TAT IO N
T R E E S : 

Mix of shade and small trees to provide 
seasonal interest. 
G R O U N D P L A N E :

A gradually shifting matrix of grasses with 
a wide variety of perennials and shrubs 
add subtle texture and complexity.

 | MA INTENANCE PL AN

 | PL ANTING PL AN

 | PL ANTING DETA IL | COLOR AND BLOOM GUIDE
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ARTEMISIA TRIDENTATA VASEYANA

BERLANDIERA LYRATA

BOUTELOA GRACILIS
SPOROBOLUS HETEROLEPIS

ACHNATHERUM HYMENOIDES
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ZAUSCHNERIA GARRETTII

MAHONIA REPENS

LINUM LEWISII

ERICAMERA NAUSEOSA

PHLOX LONGIFOLIA

MOW TO 8”

Shrubs: Do not mow/trim, do not 
‘gumdrop’- allow form to look natural

Matrix grass: 3-12 plants per 
species in any one cluster

Matrix grass: Different 
species blend into each 
other and form a larger mass

Sight triangle: No plants taller 
than 2’ within 30’ of intersection

Scatter: Rabbitbrush
Vary spacing and do not 
cluster closely 5’-25’ spacing 

Primary clusters: 3-7 plants 
per species in each cluster

Primary shrub clusters:
Place around Scatter shrubs 
to simplify maintenance

Mow: Mow to 8” early march, 
“chop and drop" cut plant 
materials as mulching

Select from tree options: 1 species of each type per street between 
intersections. maximum 30’ spacing between small tree clusters, 
maximum 60’ between large trees. Small tree cluster required 
between large trees where spacing exceeds 30’. Irregular spacing.

Local: Planting Plan
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P
R

I
M

A
R

Y
M

A
T

R
I

X
S

C
A

T
T

E
R

ACHNATHERUM HYMENOIDES -  
INDIAN RICEGRASS

LINUM LEWISII - BLUE FLAXBERLANDIERA LYRATA -  
CHOCOLATE FLOWER

PHLOX LONGIFOLIA -  
LONGLEAF PHLOX

BOUTELOA GRACILIS - BLUE GRAMA SPOROBOLUS HETEROLEPIS -  
PRAIRIE DROPSEED

ARTEMISIA TRIDENTATA VASEYANA -  
BIG SAGE

ZAUSCHNERIA GARRETTII -  
WASTACH FIRECHALICE

ERICAMERIA NAUSEOSA -  
RUBBER RABBITBRUSH

WESTERN REDBUD - CERCIS OCCIDENTALIS 

N.M. PRIVET-FORESTIERA NEOMEXICANA

YUCCA UTAHENSIS - UTAH YUCCA

AMUR MAPLE - ACER GINNALA

HARDY RUBBER TREE - 
EUCOMMIA ULMOIDES

AMUR MAAKIA MAAKIA AMURENSIS

PERSIAN IRONWOOD -  
PARROTIA PERSICA

MAHONIA REPENS -  
CREEPING MAHONIA

 | U N D E R S T O R Y

Distribute species composition proportionally per 50’ of roadway.

 | C A N O P Y

1 large and 1 small tree type per street between intersections.

Local: Plant Palette
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Lane: Character 
D E SIG N  I NTE NT

The Lanes along with the Meanders embrace the idea of a 
"Living Street" by acting as a flexible social space for tossing the 
baseball around and learning to ride that bicycle with training 
wheels. There is room for pedestrians, cyclists, and even cars.

LANE | DESIGN INTENT

G R A S S E S

Driveway Driveway

Road SwalePlanting stripResidential yardLANE
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Same tree flanking 
driveway entrances

Small/narrow tree located 
at lane intersections

R
IG

H
T 

O
F 

W
AY

R
IG

H
T 

O
F 

W
AY

20’2’ 2’

Lane: Section
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Adjacent yard 
outside of R.O.W.

Lane: Planting Plan
I M PLE M E N TAT IO N
T R E E S :

Plant trees at intersections and adjacent to 
each driveway in an irregular spacing.
G R O U N D P L A N E :

Planting should give year-round interest and be 
forgiving of errant tires, bumpers, and kickballs. 
Repeated groupings of species should be 
avoided; the layout should be appear random. 

 | MA INTENANCE PL AN

 | PL ANTING PL AN

 | PL ANTING DETA IL | COLOR AND BLOOM GUIDE

0 5 10 20
1:10

0 5 10
1:5

MOW TO 8”

BOUTELOA GRACILIS

FESTUCA MAIREI
SCHIZACHYRIUM SCOPARIUM

JA
N

FE
B

JU
N

M
AR

JU
L

O
CT

AP
R

AU
G

N
O

V

M
AY

SE
P

DE
C

SPOROBOLUS HETEROLEPIS

Select from tree options: 1 species per street 
between intersections. trees must change species 
after intersection, no repeat species.

Matrix grass: Mix grass species 
freely to create an informal look Cluster multiple trees at 

inersections, 6’ maximum 
spacing, as space allows. 

Mow: Mow to 8” early 
march, “chop and drop" cut 
plant material as mulching.
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BOUTELOA GRACILIS - BLUE GRAMA

SPOROBOLUS HETEROLEPIS - PRAIRIE DROPSEED

ACER GRISEUMFESTUCA MAIREI - ATLAS FESCUE

SCHIZACHYRIUM SCOPARIUM - BLUESTEM KOELREUTERIA PANICULATA ‘FASTIGIATA

ACER GRANDIDENTATUM ‘SCHMIDT’

MALUS ‘ROYAL RAINDROPS’

 | U N D E R S T O R Y  | C A N O P Y

P
R

I
M

A
R

Y
Lane: Plant Palette
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2 .5 

WALL & FENCE DETAILS
Fencing is to be minimized and landscape 
treatments used in lieu of fencing. 
Fences, walls, shrub screens and gates 
are to extend the architecture of the 
residence, give definition and variety to 
the streetscape and outdoor spaces, and 
screen service areas. Designs are to draw 
from the rural western ranch traditions 
which are generally more informal, rustic 
and textural.
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2 .6 

STREET & PATH  
LIGHTING APPROACH
At Terraine, the lighting allows for enjoyment 
of the dark nighttime sky, with the levels 
subtly increasing as you get closer to the 
Terraine House and larger community 
spaces. Fixtures are located at wayfinding 
decision points.
• Use pedestrian scale, post-mounted, full 

cut-off fixtures to reduce light pollution,
• Standard street lighting will not be used to 

reinforce the rustic ranch road aesthetic in 
an effort to reinforce, and to support dark 
sky principles,

• Lantern buildings located throughout the 
community provide subtle beacons of light 
in each neighborhood,

• Lighting on neighborhood streets is bright 
enough for safety and for outdoor social 
recreation and gathering but dark enough 
to give the birds and bugs rest,

• Lighting along paths is low level, and only 
provided on main pathways and meanders.
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We hAvE suCh A briEf oPPoRtuNity 
To PAsS oN To ouR ChiLDreN ouR 
LovE foR ThiS EArTh, AND To TELL ouR 
storiEs. thEsE Are The momENts 
wheN The woRLD iS mADE whoLe. 
iN my ChiLDreN’s mEmoRieS, The 
AdvENtureS wE’vE hAD TogETher iN 
NATuRE wiLL ALwAyS exiST.
-Richard Louv
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T H E  R I B B O N WA L K  A N D  
O P E N  S PAC E  T R E AT M E N T S

The RibbonWalk is a sequence 
of experiences that weave 
together the four landscape 
zones and the cultural and 
social facets of the community. 
The emerging trail system that 
will unfold over a period of 15 
years includes opportunities 

for reflection, storytelling, 
whimsy, recreation, education 
and reconnection with nature. 
It also, most importantly, 
provides a safe and convenient 
alternative to move around the 
neighborhoods within Terraine 
without the need of a car.

3  
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3.1    

THE RIBBONWALK VISION & OBJECTIVES
The RibbonWalk is a rich system of trails and amenities for outdoor exploration and recreation that includes a series of 
neighborhood hubs or “lanterns”, hideaways, overlooks, "special places" and interpretive opportunities that knit together 
to create a walkable community that promotes a healthy lifestyle and exploration. The vision for the RibbonWalk is based 
on the goal of creating a “walkable village” that is linked to the region, based on the following foundational objectives:

We hAvE ALL sEeN it—
The bEgiNNiNg of A 
PAThwAy DrAWiNg uS 
TowARd AN AdvENture.
~SCA Trail Building and Maintenance Manual

PRIORITIZE: 

To prioritize the pedestrian or bicycle 
by providing safe and convenient 
routes to many destinations within 
and outside of Terraine while 
reducing parking needs.

ENHANCE:

To enhance the communities 
awareness of the sagelands 
ecosystem and the importance 
of participating in restoring and 
caring for this dynamic system.

CREATE:

To use best practices to create a 
trail system that it is comfortable, 
safe, sustainable, accessible and 
integrated into the community 
and sagelands landscape.

CREATE:

To create opportunities for interaction, 
socializing and random “bumping into 
each otherness” by integrating an 
assortment of social and recreational 
experiences such as neighborhood 
hubs, overlooks, outdoor niches, and 
“outdoor rooms.”

COMMUNITY:

To set the table for an engaged 
community to steward the 
ecosystem, including opportunities 
for education and research.

EMPHASIZE:

To emphasize the use of 
unmanufactured, rustic, and 
authentic treatments for 
landscape elements.
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3. 2 

THE RIBBONWALK 
EXPERIENCES -  
INFUSING SERENDIPITY  
INTO DISCOVERY
The RibbonWalk is envisioned as a sequence 
of trails, paths, boardwalks and neighborhood 
gathering places. The trails offer expansive 
views of the sagelands ecosystem, and the 
Wasatch and Oquirrh Ranges. The trails weave 
through neighborhoods and varying landscape 
zones to provide places for wandering, 
reflection, recreation and neighborhood 
gathering or to simply provide a safe route to 
walk or bicycle to school. 
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NO MID-BLOCK TURNS NO N-S XWALK

AC
CE

L 
LA

N
E

D
EC

EL
 L

AN
E

D
EC

EL
 L

AN
E

AC
CE

L 
LA

N
E

6 6 0 0  S O U T H

7 0 0 0  S O U T H

U
-

1
1

7 4 0 0  S O U T H

Connectors (paved)

Greenways (paved)

Bonneville Shoreline Trail  
(soft surface)

Multi-Use Trails  
(soft surface)

Future Trail Connection

Future Regional Connectors

Trailheads

Lanterns

Viewpoint Shelter Location

Property Boundary

RIBBONWALK SYSTEM

The system weaves through each of the landscape 
zones: Sagelands, Meadowlands, Cultivated Lands 
and Active Lands and utilizes the distinct but related 
plant palette of each zone to create an identity for 
each neighborhood area and to demonstrate the 
richness of the ecosystem as an abstract, dynamic 
system of wildness and beauty. Each trail is designed 
to complement the landscape while providing 
neighborhood “hubs” and places to relax, recreate or 
explore nature, art and science.

The following sections provide more detail on the range 
of trail improvements, community gathering places,  
and furnishings that may occur along the RibbonWalk.

chiLdREN NEed The oPPoRtuNity To 

exPLore TheiR NEighborhoods, To 

DreAm uP TheiR NExt AdvENture, To 

buiLD DENS, To fEeL freE iN NATuRE, To 

overComE PhySicAL AND eMotioNAL 

ChALLENgeS. iT’s viTAL ThAt The PLAceS 

wE buiLD givE ChiLDreN A ChANCE To Do 

TheSe ThiNgS, or eLsE wE ALL LosE ouT.
-Tim Jarvis, Environmental Scientist
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3. 3  

GATHERING PLACES
The following section describes the hierarchy of village 
gathering spaces that occur along the RibbonWalk, 
including the design intent and conceptual plans. 

B E L O W :

GATHERING PLACE AT THE CENTRAL 
MEADOW INCLUDES A LONG FARM 
TABLE WITHIN THE ORCHARD FEATURE

TH E  M A I N  O B J EC T I V E S  O F  TH E SE  A RE A S  A RE  TO:

Provide each neighborhood with a distinct identity

Design walkable and safe environments that catalyze social 
interaction and exploration

Utilize furnishings and landscape structures that 
emphasize comfort and safety while instilling a bit of 
whimsy and unique character.  
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The Central Meadow, The Main Lantern and the Commons
Reimagining our streets around the concept of shared space
The Central Meadow, Main Lantern and the Commons make up the main gathering places at the Village providing 
a multi-functional sequence of shared spaces for passive recreation, gathering, strolling, and outdoor community 
events. The Central Meadow is flanked by two one-way streets (Ramble Road) and includes a dry creekbed, 
boardwalks, benches and tables all tucked into a meadow and/or cultivated landscape. See also Section 2.3.3.

B E L O W :

VIEW OF THE COMMONS LOOKING 
EAST OVER THE TERRAINE HOUSE 
FROM THE RIBBON TRAIL.
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At the north end, the Main Lantern building punctuates the end of the meadow 
while providing a shared, intimate indoor space for community use. The Main 
Lantern is the first in a series of smaller neighborhood lanterns that will take on 
unique themes to not only provide an identity for the neighborhoods, but also to 
provide more intimate places to have smaller gatherings. 

The Commons is an informal gathering area connected to The Shed and Grange 
where the street design meets the needs of pedestrians, cyclists, children and 
residents and where the speeds and dominance of cars is reduced. It is envisioned 
that the Commons will be able to adapt to community festivals and outdoor events by 
using bollards to redirect cars and/or define outdoor spaces as needed.
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TH E  CO M M O NS  PRECE D E NT S 
O F  M U LT I- USE  CO M M U N I T Y 
G ATH E R I N G  PL A Z A S  
A N D  S TRE E T S.

60

T
E

R
R

A
I

N
E

: 
L

A
N

D
S

C
A

P
E

 M
A

S
T

E
R

 P
L

A
N



COLOR

HEAT  - ARID 
LANDSCAPE 

PLANTINGS IN 
OPEN AIR HOUSE

Neighborhood Lanterns:                                                                   
Greenhouses, Studios, Library Nooks
These are the smaller gathering spaces for neighborhoods that are 
open to all. Each neighborhood lantern will have a theme that forms 
part of the neighborhood’s identity and will  collectively become 
destinations on the RibbonWalk system. See RibbonWalk System 
diagram for locations of Lanterns.

This page provides examples of the kinds of uses and themes that 
Lanterns could take on.

GATHERING AND 
GROWING

ARCHITECTURAL GEMS -  
FOR ART CREATION & 
DISPLAY, DESIGNED BY UTAH 
ARCHITECTURE STUDENTS
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LEARNING  - FIELD STATIONS 
FOR HISTORY, FLORA, FAUNA, 
FARMING, BIRD WATCHING, ETC.

BOOK 
ROOM  AND 
READING 
NOOKS - TINY 
LIBRARIES 

MUSIC - WITH PIANO ROOM OR RECORDING 
STUDIO THAT YOU CAN SIGN UP TO RENT BY 
THE HOUR; SPACES THAT ENCOURAGE OPEN 
JAM SESSION, COMMUNITY MUSIC MAKING

N E IG H B O RH O O D  L A NTE RN  PRECE D E NT S
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Outlooks       
The RibbonWalk system includes a 
few open air structures to gather, 
sit and take in the views of the 
Wasatch and Oquirrh Mountains. 
These are envisioned as simple, 
unique,  timber structures that 
provide a bit of shade and a place 
to sit and meet while blending into 
the sagelands open space system.
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Furnishing and Details
Benches, seats, bike racks, and walls utilize a 
combination of wood or metal applications that have 
more rustic detailing and “rougher” treatments. 

64

T
E

R
R

A
I

N
E

: 
L

A
N

D
S

C
A

P
E

 M
A

S
T

E
R

 P
L

A
N



3.4 

TR A IL T YPES, 
L ANDSCAPE 
TRE ATMENTS  
& DETA IL S
The assortment of trail and path 
types within Terraine provide rich 
and varied experiences that connect 
up the community. The following 
pages describe the assortment 
of trail types, materials, trail 
destinations and details.

i kNoW you'RE 
TiRED buT ComE, 
ThiS iS The wAy.
-Rumi

65

T
E

R
R

A
I

N
E

: 
L

A
N

D
S

C
A

P
E

 M
A

S
T

E
R

 P
L

A
N



Hard Surface Trails   
Textured concrete

10’ - 12’
concrete or asphalt

COLLEC TOR GREENWAY TR A IL -  T YP.MULT I- USE TR A IL -  T YP. PROPERT Y ACCESS PATH -  T YP.

8’
concrete

5’
concrete

MULTI-USE (10’-12’)

Active trails for bikes, trikes, 
and joggers alike. 

COLLECTOR GREENWAY 
TRAILS (8’)

For the daily stroll and  
“Good Morning” wave to  
your neighbors.

PROPERTY ACCESS  (5’-6’)

Gets you and your friends to 
your door.
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Soft Surface Trails:               

3’

HILL SIDE HIK ING TR A IL

5’

SHARED USE TR A IL

BONNE V ILLE SHORELINE TR A IL MOUNTA IN BIK ING SINGLE TR ACK TR A IL

6 - 8’
2’ - 4’

HILLSIDE HIKING 

Narrow hiking trail that will take you 
all around the Sagelands. 

SHARED USE

Gets everyone up into the Sagelands 
for a casual bike or hike.

BONNEVILLE SHORELINE 

Takes you beyond Terraine for a 
longer trek around SLC.

MOUNTAIN BIKING 
SINGLETRACK 

Strap on the Go-Pro!
• Traditional Trail
• Flow trail
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Meanders:                         

8’
concrete 5’

concrete

W I THIN ME ANDER (COLLEC TOR + PROPERT Y ACCESS PATH)

WITHIN MEANDER 
(COLLECTOR + PROPERTY 
ACCESS PATH)

For moving about the unique 
meanders and welcoming 
neighbors to your front porch.
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HILLSIDE MULTI-USE  

Transitions from Sagelands to 
Home Zones

STREETSIDE MULTI-USE 

Runs along all the streets to 
give you access to the whole 
community and amenities.

HIGHWAY CORRIDOR  
MULTI-USE  

For longer bike trips and walks 
around town

10’ 
concrete

5’
concrete

12’
asphalt

HIGHWAY CORRIDOR MULT I- USE
(NOT TO SCALE WITH OTHER SECTIONS, REDUCED SCALE TO FIT ON PAGE)

STREE TSIDE MULT I- USE

10’
asphalt

HILL SIDE MULT I- USE

Meanders Con't:             
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3.5 

THE SAGELANDS 
The sagelands are the open space conservation 
areas that surround the community while 
providing a network of permeable trails. These 
areas are to be preserved and restored and 
may contain the most sensitive resources. 
These landscapes provide for the ongoing 
research and support of the important work of 
preserving the sagebrush ecosystem.

O B J EC T I V E S:

The objectives of the sagelands areas are to:
• build on, reestablish and enhance the 

dynamic ecosystem that provides the 
“starting point” for creating an informal  
and functional landscape that surrounds  
the community, 

• create opportunities for the community 
to engage, learn and support the native 
ecosystem,  

• support ongoing research of the Great Basin 
Sagebrush landscape through partnerships 
with local and regional institutions and 
community organizations, and 

• provide a network of permeable trails, 
landscape structures and furnishings that 
preserve the integrity of the ecosystem and 
incorporate the best in sustainable design 
and construction practices.
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Sagelands Plant Palette                               
The open space plant palette consists of native and 
adapted plantings of the Great Basin Sagebrush 
landscape. These plantings are to be used to restore 
and enhance open space areas as well as provide a 
gradual transition to the four primary plant community 
zones within residential areas. This sagebrush habitat 
supports and sustains the native fauna that in turn helps 
maintain the natural cycle of a healthy ecosystem. 

 | GR ASSES:

Andropogon gerardii  Big Bluestem
Bouteloua gracilis  Blue Gramma
Eriocoma hymenoides  Indian Ricegrass
Festuca idahoensis  Idaho Fescue
Hesperostipa comata  Needle and Thread Grass
Leymus cinereus  Basin Wildrye
Poa secunda  Mini Oat Grass
Sporbolus airodes  Alkali Sacaton

 | SHRUBS:

Artemisia cana  Silver Sage
Artemisia tridentata  Big Sage Brush
Atriplex canescens  Four Wing Saltbrush
Cercocarpus ledifolius  Curl Leaf Mountain Mahogany
Ericameria nauseosa  Rubber Rabbitbrush
Purshia tridentata  Bitterbrush
Shepherdia argentea  Buffaloberry

 | PERENNI AL S:

Achillea millefolium  Common Yarrow
Balsamorhiza sagittata  Arrowleaf Balsamroot
Eriogonum umbellatum  Sulfur Buckwheat
Linum lewisii  Lewis Flax
Rumex hymenosepalus  Carnegie Dock
Sphaeralcea munroana  Globemallow
Stanleya pinnata  Prince’s Plume
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3.6 

SIGNAGE
The objective of sign design at Terraine is 
to utilize regional architecture vernacular 
by using simple, honest materials that 
complement the landscape. Signs could 
include hammered metals, wood and/
or stone used in contemporary ways. 
The imagery on this page illustrates 
the design direction for sign types 
throughout Terraine.

WAYFINDING

INTERPRETIVE

EDUCATIONAL
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